Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman Councillor Mrs.J.R. Rowland.)

(www.kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)

                                                                                        Report No. 632

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

Planning Appeal

LW/08/0283  - Castledon, The Avenue - Sub-division of plot for erection of a detached  4 bedroom dwelling with integral garage (demolition of single storey side extension, detached garage & removal of existing swimming pool) for             Mrs. S. Darling – re-submission of Planning Application LW07/0044

1.   Introduction:    

1.1    Planning permission was refused in relation to application LW/07/0044 following objections by the Parish Council.   The current proposals are in respect of a building somewhat smaller and somewhat lower than that refused earlier, but permission was nevertheless refused again.  At this time the Parish Council did not comment on the application.

1.2    The appeal is to be dealt with by means of an exchange of written statements by the parties and a site inspection by the Inspector.

2.  Planning Policies:
The site is within the Village Planning Boundary, within the Sussex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and within the Area of Established Character in the Lewes Local Plan.    The detailed policies are set out overleaf

 3.  Considerations:

3.1   In my view the proposed development involves the over-intensification of development on the north western side of The Avenue and does not respect nor retain the existing informal and spacious character of development there and is therefore contrary to the terms of policy H.12 (Areas of Established Character) in the Lewes Local Plan.

3.2    The reduction in the size and height of the proposed building in the application under appeal is an attempt to overcome these objections.   However, in my view the reductions are somewhat marginal and do not overcome the objections.

                                                                                                 (See over)
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4    Recommendation

That representations be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in support of the District Council’s refusal to grant Planning Permission on the grounds set out above.

6th. January, 2009





D.F. Jarman

                                                                                       Clerk to the Council.

Polices extracted from the Lewes District Local Plan:

New Development within Village Planning Boundary & Area of Established character

Landscape Conservation and Enhancement

CT2 In order to ensure the continued protection of the landscape and character of the Sussex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) planning permission will only be granted where proposals:
(a) respect the natural beauty of the Downland area in terms of siting, use, form, layout, design and materials
(b) complement, and are consistent with, the quiet informal enjoyment of the area by the public and 
(c) respect the distinctive qualities of the AONB.
Opportunities will be taken, wherever possible, to enhance the landscape character of the AONB and secure long term positive management measures.
Areas of Established Character

H12 In considering proposals for development within Areas of Established Character, as designated on the Proposals Map, special attention will be paid to the need to retain the existing character of the area in terms of spaciousness, building heights, building size and site coverage, building lines, boundary treatments, trees and landscaping.
