KINGSTON COMMUNITY PAVILION

Update – 21st December 2009
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The monthly site meeting was held in the Pavilion for the first time yesterday – it was fantastic to be using the actual building.

Unfortunately, due to the heavy rain of the last few weeks, the builders have fallen behind and they are now looking at a completion date of 8th January.

They will work every day except Xmas Eve, Xmas Day, Boxing Day, New Years Eve and New Years Day.

The builders were unable to seed the roof (which may be a good thing given the recent frosts), and will seed it in March.  The soil will not be blown off the roof in the meantime, as it is trapped within a framed edging.

The building is clad in natural wood, which will require no maintenance over the years.  The tannins will leach out over the first year, and then over time the colour of the wood will even out and it will go a silvery grey colour, with slight colour variations due to different weathering on different aspects of the building.  The plastic sheeting around the base of the wooden cladding will stay on for a year, in order to protect the lead flashing from being discoloured by the leaching tannins, and will then be removed. It is likely that the tannins are leaching out more quickly than usual due to the intense wetness, giving the wood its current appearance.  
The clock was installed yesterday – a very handsome and useful addition to St Pancras Green!
Landscaping around the Pavilion
Around the pavilion the soil (currently in great piles around the pavilion) will be laid in a gently-graded bank around the building and seeded with grass.  Shrubs will be planted on the St Pancras Lane end of the pavilion, as shown in the original overall design for the pavilion.  The architect assures us that the shrubs recommended have been selected partly because they will generally require little or no maintenance by way of pruning, etc. The only pruning that may be required would be to either thin out the shrubs once they have become more established. Also old stems may need to pruned out.  

The shrubs will have various heights:

Magnolia x soulangiana 'Rustica Rubra' - 3-4.5m

Aucuba japonica 'Crotonifolia' - 2-3.6m
Berberis thunbergii 'Rose Glow' - 0.3 - 0.45m
Cornus canadensis - 1.2-2m

Cornus kousa chinensis up to 3m.

Cytisus x kewensis - 0.6m

Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald and Gold' - 0.75 - 0.9m

Elaeagnus pungens 'Dickinsonii' - 2 - 3.15m

Hebe 'Carl Teschner' - 0.3m

