


KINGSTON PARISH COUNCIL



         Chairman: Councillor Mrs J Rowland
COUNCIL MEETING 13 SEPTEMBER 2010





Report No 3
ITEM 7.3: Kingston Community Pavilion - Interim User/Letting Policy





(Report by the Vice-Chairman)
Recommendation:


That the Council approves:

a) The continued use and application of the conditions of hire.
b) The issue of keys to named individuals on receipt of a signed hire agreement and a £20 returnable deposit.

c) The continuance of the present booking system until 1February 2011 or until such time as new arrangements for the longer term have been agreed and put in place.

d) The continued letting of premises at no charge until further notice.
e) That all bookings made prior to any formal change will be governed by these extant arrangements.   

Background

1.
Minute 264.7 (as amended at 10 May KPC meeting) refers.

2.
The Pavilion was first “open for viewing” on 5 and 6 March 2010 followed by a more formal introductory coffee morning for all ages on the 7 March.  Bookings gradually increased and the Council decided it would be appropriate to formalise procedures – albeit in an informal way.  On 12 April the Council agreed to the Pavilion continuing to be open to use by community groups free of charge “until the lease is signed”.   The Vice-Chairman agreed to continue to operate the booking system arrangements that had worked satisfactorily since March.  This arrangement is still in operation but needs to be reviewed in the light of increased regular and individual bookings.   In essence, there are now 7 regular weekly bookings plus 1 monthly booking; an additional 2 weekly bookings are the subject of negotiation.  To-date, the Pavilion has received some 1700 visits - including both regular and individual visits.

3.
It is interesting to note that, as anticipated, only small groups have used the Pavilion and for which purpose it was built.  The pattern of demand is clearly increasing and the following safeguards have already been introduced: (a) Conditions of Hire – these are to be signed by the hirer and, (b) keys to the Pavilion are issued to named individuals representing regular user groups and only once a deposit and signature are obtained.  All has run very smoothly and the Pavilion would appear to be a popular venue. Until such time as future arrangements for the day-to-day management and operation of the Pavilion are agreed and in place, it is both appropriate and helpful that the Council approve the current arrangements.   All bookings made prior to any formal announcement of changes should be governed by these extant arrangements.  
Councillor Rosemarie Jeffery
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