Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman Councillor Mrs.J.R. Rowland.)

(www.kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)
NOTES OF PUBLIC MEETING HELD AT THE PARISH HALL ON MONDAY 26TH. JANUARY, 2009 TO CONSULT RESIDENTS REGARDING PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME.

PRESENT     Michael Oates, Mrs. Rue Butcher, Mr. Jupp from ESCC ;  Councillor Mrs. Rowland, the Chairman of the Parish Council, 6 other Parish Councillors; about 100 residents and Mr. D.F. Jarman, the Clerk to the Parish Council.

The County Council officers had displayed A1 plans, photographs and other material for those present to view before the meeting commenced.

Councillor Mrs. Rowland welcomed those present, introduced the County Council officers and then vacated the Chair in favour of Parish Councillor S. Flowers.   Councillor Rowland considered this appropriate in order to allow her to answer questions if appropriate.

Councillor Flowers then called upon Councillor Mrs. Jeffery to introduce the scheme.   The Parish Council has been  struggling with this problem for some years and the minor features introduced some years ago have become outdated and inappropriate to modern conditions.   Work on the Parish Plan identified a need for traffic calming and residents generally positive views thereon.   Government Guidance has changed encouraging the fulfilment of these aspirations.

The Parish Council approached the County Council with a view to a modest  scheme being prepared focussing on the P.C’s main concerns,  Viz: a 20 m.p.h school zone, with a 20 m.p.h limit extended to the top of The Street; 
the 30 m.p.h limit being extended along Ashcombe Lane to just beyond the Kingston Ridge junction.   This is viewed as a Phase 1 scheme with further proposals being brought forward in the future if considered appropriate,






  

The County Council’s budget for such schemes is very tight and County Council finance is unlikely to ever become available unless the accident record on C324 becomes a great deal worse than at present, a situation that no-one wishes for.   The PC has therefore resolved to borrow funds to cover the cost of the scheme (Estimate £120K) over a period of 50 years in order that future generations of residents, as well as the current generation make a contribution towards the cost of the scheme.

Michael Oates then outlined the proposed scheme.   The team focussed in on the main issues which concerned the Parish Council, viz a 20 m.p.h School Zone, a 20 m.p.h speed limit in The Street and the extension of the 30 m.p.h speed limit in Ashcombe Lane to a position juist beyond the Kingston Ridge junction.   In this latter connection, the existing limit conforms to the County Council policy guiodelines.  The police were consulted and agreed the extension.  Features in the Zone will not require to be illuminated.

Mrs. Butcher commented that the  20 m.p.h zone must be self-enforcing.  The vertical features proposed are more effective.   Buses and large vehicles prefer the flat top humps.  Hopefully vehicle speeds will be constant throughout the scheme.

PTO

Responses to matters raised from the floor

Concern expressed that high speeds down the hill from the Kingston Ridge junction are likely to still  be the norm with accidents at The Avenue junction.   This scheme is a first phase with the possibility of extension and further proposals in the future.

Questions relating to erosion of the banks in the Hollow are matters of maintenance not relating to this scheme.   Maintenance of the scheme will be taken over by the County Council.

Some residents wished to see the 30 m.p.h extended to the Roundabout on the A.27.

Kerb stones at the junction with Kingston Ridge often damaged.

Cars parked at the School are a problem but parents wish to transport children and will find somewhere to park.   If there are no accidents currently at or near the School, will the proposed scheme make the situation worse.

Average speed measured over a 7 day period by County Council was 29 m.p.h.

Unlikely that volume of traffic will significantly reduce

Speed reducing features are necessary at entrance (both ends) to zone –if congestion results this is in itself “speed reducing”

Filter lane for vehicles turning left out of Wellgreen Lane (towards Lewes) is not favoured as this would increase speed of vehicles exiting Wellgreen Lane – furthermore this junction has only recently been improved.

The proposed flat topped humps will affect vehicles which may not be affected by cusions – Humps will not be as severe as those at Southover.

No lighting is required in the zone – there will be some reflective signage – bright spots in an otherwise dark environment are dangerous.

VAS has only very limited effect.

In The Street, the new limit will formalise the existing situation.   Signage would be necessary at bottom of The Street in any event – either 20 if limit altered or 30 if not altered.

Falmer Stadium likely to increase traffic – Traffic should be encouraged to use A.26/A.27

