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      Report No 3


ITEM 12: REPAIR AND PROTECTION OF GRASS VERGE 


      
       (Report by Mr. Will Dorman)

Recommendation:

1.   To receive the report from Mr. Will Dorman

 

2.   To approve the proposed action and explore funding avenues.

 

Background

Throughout the village, the verges and pavements have come under increasing pressure from illegally parked vehicles that have eroded the verges and blocked the passage for pedestrians. This wider issue is being progressed by the Village Transport Working Group.  However the problem is particularly acute around the school with the morning and afternoon drop off and pick up of school children. Although many parents, who take their children to school by car, use the Juggs car park, there are several who do not. Some of these cars park on the grass verge between the bus stop outside Iford and Kingston School and Snednore. This has resulted in the unsightly erosion of the verge. 

The Parish Council sought to address this in 2009 by running a poster competition at the school to demonstrate the problem to both school children and parents by posting the winning poster on “A” boards outside the school. While this may have raised awareness of the issue, there still remains a problem of parked cars on verges and pavements adjacent to the school.
Recommended Solution  
This issue has been discussed in some detail at the Kingston Action Plan Steering Group and the consensus is that the best solution to the particularly vulnerable section of grass verge (between the school and Snednore), is to erect wooden bollards/posts similar to the type used in the traffic calming.

The ex-Councillor Will Dorman has discussed the issue in some detail with East Sussex County Council Highways, who have advised that 17 bollards would need to be installed at 3 metre intervals to ensure that there is no possibility of vehicle incursion on the verge. The total cost of this work including the traffic management (during installation) and making good the verge by filling the void with soil has been estimated at £1,343 + VAT.

The Junction of Snednore and Wellgreen Lane

There is also evidence and reports of vehicles cutting the corner of Snednore and Wellgreen Lane. While the damage to the verge is less obvious here (than adjacent to the bus stop), this is a potential pedestrian / traffic safety issue. To address this, a further 4 bollards would be needed – the total cost of this has been estimated at £354+VAT (which pro rata is significantly more expensive – the reason for this would require further exploration). 
To provide further obstruction for vehicles on this corner, it has also been suggested that the street name plate sign could be moved to a more strategic position. However no price has been supplied for this as it falls within District Council, rather than County Council, responsibility. 
Timetable

If approved by the Parish Council, and the money raised, it is hoped this work could be carried out by a contractor (recommended by ESCC) during the beginning of the school summer holidays at the end of July 2011. For this timetable to be met it would require immediate Parish Council approval.
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