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     Addendum to Report No 2
       


ITEM 11: FINANCIAL STATEMENT – MAY 2011


      
 
        (Report by the Clerk)

Recommendation: 
That the Council RESOLVES:

· to approve, up to a limit of £150, the costs involved in effecting urgently needed repairs to the gate to the bridleway adjacent to St. Pancras Church leading on to The Street, and to invite the Clerk to take administrative action to effect the repair.        
Background
1.
During a recent walk of the Village the Clerk noticed that the latch-gate on the bridleway by the side of St. Pancras Church had broken off its hinges and had been placed on the verge.  The Clerk removed the broken hinge from the post to avoid injury and contacted Mr. Tom Fry, a local carpenter, to arrange for a site visit to estimate the best solution for repair and to obtain an estimate of costs.    
2.
At a site visit on Thursday 12 May it was confirmed that the original brackets securing the gate to the post had not been suitable and were simply not strong enough.  Further, that the gate itself was in reasonable condition but needed a treatment of wood preservative to prolong its life, as would the posts to which it was attached.  Finally, there was a need, when re-hanging the gate, to ensure that the support post was better secured to the adjacent wall.  

3.
  Mr. Fry estimates the actual work will involve between 1-2 hours (maximum) at a rate of £25 per hour, plus the cost of materials estimated at between £50-60.

4.
It has been difficult to track down the history of this gate!  By all accounts it seems to have been installed by the Parish Council to try to prevent children running along the bridleway and stepping straight out on to The Street and possibly into oncoming traffic. The legal liability for its repair remains therefore with the Parish Council and for as long as the gate remains on the verge it is possible that someone might injure themselves.  I should add that the Parish Council does not own the bridleway nor has it any legal liability for children running off it onto the road.  It would, however, doubtless be blamed if such an accident were to happen.  Accordingly, the repair and re-hanging of the gate is preferable and a task needing urgent attention. 
5.
If the Council approves the recommendation of this Addendum to Report No 2 then the Clerk would confirm arrangements with Mr. Fry who, in turn, would be able to commence work within the next week. 
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