KINGSTON PARISH COUNCIL

(Chairman Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland)

(www. kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)

Report to Members:                                                                 Report No. 556

COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 – LAND AT SNEDNORE

1    Introduction:    

1.1 The Parish Council initially resolved to seek registration of this land as a “New Village Green” at its meeting on 19th. September, 2005 (Minute 57 refers) but the formal submission of the application was delayed until 26th. July 2006 to await the passage of relevant legislation through its various stages in Parliament and the outcome of pertinent litigation.

1.2   The District Council was consulted at each stage of the process and has always indicated that it would submit formal objections to the application.

2 The District Council’s objection

The District Council’s Legal Services Department has now submitted a formal objection to the County Council in relation to the Parish Council’s application for registration in response to the public notice of the application in the following terms:

“I have been instructed to file an objection to the application made by the Kingston Parish Council for the registration of land at Snednore as a Village Green.

“The District Council is objecting on the basis that this is housing land owned by the Council which may be required for development in the future.”

3 Suggested Response

3.1 The land in question was laid out as an open space/general amenity area when the development at Snednore was constructed and completed.   The residents at Snednore and the wider community at Kingston have enjoyed this amenity and have used it for recreational purposes for a period of 20 years and, in fact for many years before that, without any objection from the owner of the land, Lewes District Council (the Local Housing Authority).   Adequate evidence of these facts has been submitted with the Parish Council’s application for registration and these facts are not disputed by the District Council.
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3.2 The land comprises a very valuable amenity, being one of the few undeveloped areas within the confines of the village, and it would be unreasonable for this amenity to be lost to the residents of Snednore and the wider Community of Kingston at this time, or at an unspecified time in the future.   

3.3 The District Council clearly has no imminent plans for the development of the land and immediate demand for social housing here is not in evidence.

3.4 The County Council is requested to view the Parish Council’s application favourably, and to Register the Land as a Village Green as provided for in Section 13 of the Commons Registration Act 1965.

4 Recommendation:

That a response to the District Council’s objection to the Parish Council’s application for registration of this land as a Village Green in the form set out in para 3 above be sent to the County Council’s Director of Law.

9th. April, 2007                                                          D.F. Jarman

                                                                                 Clerk to the Council.

