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  Report No 1



       ITEM 7: Matters Arising – Play Areas   




         (Report by the Clerk)

Recommendation:


(a)
That the Council notes this report.

(b)
That it resolves to instruct the Clerk to continue his work with Lewes District 


Council to identify options for the resurfacing of the play area in 2011, and to 


provide a full report (Scoping Study) at its next meeting in January 2011.

(c)
That it resolves to designate a Councillor to undertake a weekly check of the 


childrens play area and invites that Councillor to meet with the independent 


inspector for a short period of training.  

Background
1.
At the meeting on 12 July the Council noted that whilst the LDC monthly safety inspection had not reported any problems, the condition of surfaces at the small green had deteriorated.  It referred the matter to the next meeting.  At the meeting held on 13 September the Chairman reported that notwithstanding some evidence of normal surface wear the condition of the play area was considered generally acceptable.  Nevertheless, it was becoming clear that resurfacing would probably be necessary in FY2011/12.  It was resolved that the Clerk should seek technical advice from Lewes District Council in the first instance on the options available for re-surfacing and submit a report to the Council.  
2.
Replacement of Surfacing.  On 27 October the Clerk met with the play area inspector, Mr Philip Winchester, to consider the overall material condition of the play area.  That meeting confirmed that whilst the play fittings had about another 6- 7 years life in them (14-15 years is apparently considered the maximum these days, and those donated by Shepherd Neame are now 6-7 years old), the surfacing covering was in need of replacement.  Whilst the surfacing overall remains acceptable there are parts where, for whatever the reason, the sub-soil appears to have shifted and left depressions/hollows that create a ‘bounce' effect.  It is timely therefore for the Council to consider beginning the process of replacing the surface.  

3.
As a first step it will be necessary to scope the options for replacement, including timeframes and costs.  With 34 play areas under its direct management Lewes District Council is in a strong position to provide sound technical advice during the scoping phase together with budget estimates of the costs of resurfacing as well as advice on the short-list of preferred contractors to work with when the time comes eventually to invite competitive tenders.  As a first step the Clerk has arranged to hold an on-site inspection meeting with Mr. Andy Frost who heads the Parks and Childrens Play Areas Division at Lewes District Council for further advice on the long-term solution; that meeting is planned for 17 November 2010.

4.
Many local authorities and other organisations now use 'safety grass' matting as the preferred surface for play areas.  It is environmentally friendly and has non-slip, impact absorbing safety and footway surfaces that allow grass to grow through naturally, unlike synthetic materials.  The dimensions of the play area are as follows: 


(a)
Large play area- 144m2


(b)
Large swings area- 28 m2


(c)
Small swings area- 18 m2

This gives a total area of 190 m2 needing to be re-surfaced.  A reasonable budget estimate based on an all inclusive figure of £50 per m2 would be £8,500 to which would need to be added provision for dismantling and re-assembling play equipment, and a contingency of 10%.  Subject to the outcome of the scoping study and subsequent competitive tendering exercise, it would be reasonable to include provision in the budget for 2011/12 of £11,000.  Government funding for play areas such as this has of course be cut back severely and in addition to whatever funds the Council is prepared to vote in support of the project it will also be appropriate to seek grant aid from companies known to support such projects.   
5.
Inspection regime.  As already mentioned, Lewes District Council engages an expert to inspect the childrens play area each month.  In addition, Lewes District Council conducts the independent annual inspection for the Parish Council.  These activities meet the requirement for a comprehensive and properly documented inspection programme.  The independent inspections cover the whole playground and not just the equipment.  Facilities such as fencing, gates, seating, and open play areas are also assessed.  Records of all inspections are maintained in a register following each inspection.  In the past, these formal monthly inspections have been complemented by weekly visits undertaken by a Councillor but with the recent resignation of Cllr George it is necessary to invite someone else to assume this role on behalf of the Parish Council.       
P H Tipple

Clerk to the Council         
     

	
	

	
	


Page 2 of 2

