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COUNCIL MEETING 14 MARCH 2011





    Report No 4



   ITEM 12: PLAN FOR HEDGING AND TREES




 (Report by Councillor Dinah Morgan)
Recommendation:


(a)  That the Council RESOLVES to approve the proposals in this report for 
planting new fruiting hedgerows at the locations specified subject to receiving formal 
confirmation from all statutory and other consultees.  

 Background
1.
The Council may recall that in 2010 the then Parish Clerk, Ms. Claire Isitt, Mr. Steve Berry (Tree Warden) and Mr. Daniel Wynne (Tree Officer for Lewes District Council) conducted a survey of the Village hedges and bushes.  Mr. Daniel Wynne subsequently suggested that the Parish Council consider planting new additional hedges around The Green and St. Pancras Green to provide habitats and enhance the character of the village.  
2.
Specifically, the suggestion was to plant a fruiting hedge at two venues: 


(a) on St. Pancras Green along a stretch below the lower tennis court, following the 
line of the existing laurel bushes, on land owned by KPC, and a further section at 90 
degrees to the one above and running parallel with the existing woodland on land 
also owned by KPC and including a small section around the electricity sub-station 
on land owned by Kingston Church; and,

 (b) on The Green alongside the fence on the high bank following the route of 
Ashcombe Lane and at the back of the Jugg’s pub and alongside the wall of the 
adjacent house ‘Two Trees’.  
Later in 2010 Mary Parker (ESCC Tree Warden) recommended that an application be made to the Tree Council for a fruiting hedge.  This was done by Councillor Morgan, who is also a Tree Warden for the Parish. 
3.
Bearing in mind that Kingston Village was once fruit farms and that we have this heritage and that the Steering Group is looking at an Apple Pressing Day in National Apple Week, the Tree Council has offered Kingston a free demonstration hedge, provided the Parish Council can document the planting and harvesting with photographs (no persons under the age of 18 and with participants’ consent).  As we can meet those criteria we have been provisionally granted the hedge free, but naturally all necessary permissions have first had to be obtained.
4.
First, Mary Parker at the Chairman’s request has surveyed the proposed sites for the hedgerows and agreed they are suitable sites where the plants would flourish.  Secondly, EDF Energy and Kingston Parish Church (whose land the EDF energy hub is on) in the person of Reverend Geoff Daw have been contacted and have given their consent.  Lewes District Council playground inspector Mr. Chris Bibb was asked if the proposed hedgerow alongside The Green conformed with the District Council’s guidelines, which it did and this was double checked between the council and the police.  The South Down’s National Park has agreed to maintain it in years to come with their Ranger and volunteer service as active in the village now.  The surveyor of Shepherd Neame the license holder of the pub and the pub themselves have been consulted and are happy to have a hedge at the back to protect their property from footballs and climbing.  Similarly Mr. and Mrs. Knapp of the adjacent house ‘Two Trees’ are keen to discourage climbing on their wall and have a hedge. They had already planted climbing plants that were accidentally chopped down by the grass mowers.  Steve Berry, Tree Warden and Steering Group member has drawn up a map of the proposed planting which would be undertaken by him and Jan Knowlson of the SDNP with the support of volunteers before the end of March 2011 provided that the Parish Council approves the plan.  
5.
A list of the different plants which are all native deciduous species - plum, damson, wild cherry, apple, pear, gooseberry, loganberry, raspberry, cherry, quinces and medlar - will be available for reading at the meeting.  They are of different heights and can be sensitively planted to be lower along the road side with ‘windows’ i.e. spaces without hedges.  Taller plants will be used where appropriate.  A lot of time and effort has been spent on developing this proposal, and if the Council is to avoid losing the support of the Tree Council and its offer to provide free hedges a decision to proceed is needed at the 14 March meeting.
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