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       ITEM 6: PROPOSED FRUITING HEDGEROWS: OUTCOME OF CONSULTATION


      
 
        (Report by the Clerk)
Recommendation:


That the Council RESOLVES to thank Cllr. Mrs. Dinah Morgan for her work with the Tree Council, to note the support shown for the planting of trees and shrubs and to invite Cllr. Mrs. Morgan to present to the Council at a future meeting a scheme for the planting of trees and shrubs drawn up with the active support and participation of the Tree Council, that combines fruiting hedgerows with winter-flowering shrubs.        
 Background
1.
At its meeting on 14 March 2011 the Council considered a report from Cllr. Mrs. Dinah Morgan describing a provisional offer received from the Tree Council of 200 metres of fruiting hedgerows (comprising plants which are all native deciduous species - plum, damson, wild cherry, apple, pear, gooseberry, loganberry, raspberry, cherry, quinces and medlar) that will given free of charge as part of the Tree Council’s promotional activity.  After considerable discussion, the Council resolved to agree that fruiting hedgerows should be planted on St Pancras Green subject to consultation with villagers living on or around St Pancras Green on the detail of the proposal and to determining the Parish Council’s powers to approve such a scheme of planting. 
2.
On 16 March the Clerk wrote to villagers requesting their views on the basis of a plan and artists impression (copies attached) kindly drawn up by Cllr. Morgan and asked for comments by 30 March to allow the Council time in which consider responses.  This report summarises the strong response received from villagers and identifies options for moving forward.   
3.
Specifically, the proposal put to villagers involved three areas of ground on St. Pancras Green: 

Area 1.  To plant new fruiting hedgerows along a stretch below the lower tennis 
court, following the line of the existing laurel bushes, on land owned by KPC, and a 
further section at 90 degrees to the one above, running parallel with the existing 
woodland on land also owned by KPC and including a small section around the 
electricity sub-station on land owned by Kingston Church; 

 Area 2.  To plant new fruiting hedgerows adjacent to the existing tree and shrub 
garden to the north of the Pavilion on the corner of the junction of Church Lane and 
St. Pancras Green; and, 


Area 3.  To plant new trees and new fruiting hedgerows along the railed approaches 
to the rear of the Pavilion and also along the east facing slope of the building.      
Summary of Responses
4.
Eleven email responses and three letters have been received from villagers, and both Cllr. Morgan and the Clerk have held conversations with individuals during the weekly coffee mornings at the Community Pavilion and also in response to specific requests for clarification.  In addition, officers of the Kingston Village Football Club, Kingston Tennis Club and the Kingston Village Plan Action Plan Steering Group have been formally consulted.
5.
From almost all villagers there has been strong support for the principle of improving the natural environment and rural character of the village by the sensitive and sensible planting of trees and shrubs and, where appropriate, to new fruiting hedgerows; indeed, the consultation has prompted many villagers to ask for more trees to be planted.  There is support for the concept of using trees and shrubs to help soften the contours of the Community Pavilion building and to minimise light pollution, but a concern that for aesthetic, safety and security reasons such planting should not reduce the open views across St. Pancras Green.  The Kingston Village Football Club and the Tennis Club have both raised objections as users of the recreation ground to specific aspects of the proposals and these are listed below together with other concerns raised by villagers:

· Variety of Fruiting Hedgerows.  There is support for the use of native species but concern that by their very nature they will be bare during the late autumn/winter months and thus provide no screening.  Raspberries are not regarded as the most attractive of plants whatever the season and will attract high maintenance, whilst wild cherry and quince would provide spring blooms and colourful fruits.  The request has been made to mix an occasional evergreen native such as Ilex so as to avoid an otherwise bleak appearance during the winter months.
· Maintenance.  Notwithstanding the written offer of volunteer support from the South Downs National Park Rangers, villagers are anxious about the need to have in place reliable maintenance arrangements especially as the hedgerows grow and become established.  In a similar vein concern has also been raised that the proposed hedgerows could be vulnerable to ‘careless’ mowing of the recreation ground!
· Security and Safety.  
· Given the recent spate of mindless vandalism across the village and the damage done to trees, shrubs and plants, there is a concern that the new hedgerows would, if planted now, simply fall to a similar fate.  
· In a similar vein there is a concern that the use of hedgerows to screen certain aspects of the Community Pavilion and tennis courts might result in the unintentional creation of ‘hidden’ areas where vandalism could take place without being noticed.  
· Serious concern has been expressed at the idea of planting thorny hedgerows close to the hand railings leading from the recreation ground to the south entrance of the Pavilion; the railings should be painted green and any hedgerows planted at a safe distance from the railings.  
· A similar concern about safety has been raised as it concerns the proximity of thorny hedgerows to the patio and grassed area immediately in front of the south facing aspect of the Pavilion; concerns are heightened by what is seen as a potential risk if thorny hedgerows are in close proximity to what is generally regarded as an area of enjoyment for people of all ages. 
· Recreational Use.  St. Pancras Green provides an important public and recreational amenity, which is used regularly by villagers as well as by organizations such as the Kingston Village Football Club and the Kingston Tennis Club.  The Football Club has registered its objection to any encroachment onto St. Pancras Green from the planting of hedgerows, and has rightly highlighted the potential but unavoidable risk of damage to plants from footballs.  The Tennis Club has registered its objection to the proposed planting of fruiting hedgerows between the existing laurel bushes (planted by the Tennis Club at its expense to give good visual background for players on the bottom court and with a deliberately designed gap between them and the fencing so that tennis balls could be easily found. Concern has also been registered that this particular proposal would, if implemented, prevent entry to the lower tennis court from the recreation ground.                

· Area 3.  There is strong support for the proposal effectively to expand the existing area of trees and shrubs to the east of the Pavilion by the corner of the junction of St. Pancras Green and Church Lane.  There is also support for planting fruiting hedgerows along the pathway that runs down the side of the east facing wall. A concern registered by many villagers is the need to avoid planting too close to the kerbside; the local bus uses the junction as a turning point and every effort should be made to plant hedgerows at a respectable distance from the road. 
Conclusions
6.
Much appreciation has been expressed of the opportunity provided for consultation.  Those who have responded in writing or verbally have, without exception, supported a need for more trees across the village and few have objected, as a matter of principle, to the proposed fruiting hedgerows.  Formal written agreement to the proposal has been received from the Church and also from UK Power Networks who have conducted an on-site inspection and who have stated they have no objection to a hedge being planted around the existing fence line of the sub-station provided there are no on-cost maintenance charges.  There is strong support for the proposed expansion of the existing area of shrubs and trees to the north/west of the Pavilion subject to maintaining a respectable safety distance from the kerbside.  There is no lawful impediment to the Council granting permission to such planting, although the Council will wish to take into account the formal objections raised by the Kingston Village Football Club and the Kingston Tennis Club in reaching a final decision in respect of other parts of the recreation ground. 
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