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    Report No 1



         ITEM 7: CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA 



      (Report by Councillor Mrs. Amanda Meynell)
Recommendation:


(a)
That the Council notes this report.

(b)
That the Council RESOLVES to agree the selection of a preferred contractor 

subject to contract.   
Background
1.
Cllr Morgan and Cllr Meynell have been working since January on proposals for the resurfacing of the playground and installation of new equipment. As agreed at the previous council meeting the budget for the playground was £16000 with a contingency of £3000 agreed.

2.
We were given to understand that there was a real danger of the playground being closed because of the poor surface.  A quote from Lewes District Council (LDC) was circulated at the Council meeting for resurfacing the area with Mattas grass mat safety surfacing for £16,400 +VAT. Or for £30,000 +VAT for the new surfacing and some new equipment.  
3.
We have invited 3 other playground specialists, who have worked with local schools and playgrounds, to visit us at the site and put forward quotes.  All have agreed that the existing wetpour surface can be overlayed, and our preferred company gives a 5-year guarantee, which is the same timescale as a guarantee given for new wetpour.  The preferred company Playground Supplies Ltd quotes £7013+vVAT for 190m2 black EPDM (the highest quality wetpour), with 3 areas of colour graphics. (Quote 2). 

4.
We also asked each company to quote for new equipment with a focus on disabled and older children.  The most cost effective items to meet this criteria were an aerial runway(zipwire), basket swing and concrete table tennis table.  We are also able to include 2 out of the following 3….set of football goals, wooden bench or picnic table with wheelchair access.  All the new equipment is timber framed.  All quotes include management, installation and completion of the project so we feel to appoint a project manager from LDC would be an unnecessary waste of the Parish Council’s money. Quote 2, Playground Supplies, after negotiating, came in at £17,995 +VAT for the wetpour and new equipment providing they are done at the same time.  Quotes include installation, safagrass mats and mesh for new equipment, on site storage, heras fencing, spoil disposal and plant hire as necessary.

5.
We have checked with the planning dept and none is required as no new equipment is above 4m.  Trevor Leggo has told us we can reclaim the VAT. Cliff Parrot has said Village Fete will work round any new equipment.  I understand that as the proposed spend on the playground is £19,000 is does not need to go to tender and 4 quotes are sufficient.

Quote 3 comes in at £21,748 +VAT
Quote 4 comes in at around £30,000
We would like the 4 quotes which come with images, graphics, layouts etc circulated before the meeting of 14th March so council has time to digest and hopefully approve this recommendation for the playground, which falls within budget and is long overdue. 
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