115th Annual Parish Meeting
Monday 28th April
Chairman’s Report Cllr Jackie Rowland
 
1.      Parish Action Plan
(i)                  Kingston Parish Council invited residents to form a steering group to prepare a Parish Action Plan. Our thanks are due to the very hard working and able group who prepared such an excellent. Plan that it is now being used as a model for other parishes. Thanks are also due to all of those villagers who took the time to respond to consultations and help with the preparation of the Plan. 
(ii) It provides valuable information to the Parish Council and higher councils on the concerns and aspirations of the village. The Parish Council recognised the hard work that had gone into its preparation, and expressed its commitment to take account of the views of the village, as identified in the extensive consultations summarised in the Action Plan, in the context of course of the restraints and obligations laid upon it as a tier of Local Government.  

(iii) The Action Plan process is ongoing. Even as it is written the Action Plan becomes outdated, and needs to be regularly revised to keep abreast of change.

2.      Traffic 
In response to the high level of concern expressed by the village about traffic and transport, as demonstrated by the Parish Action Plan, we have:
 
(i)                  Achieved comprehensive recognition of our problems in the C7/C324 Local Transport Strategy, a daughter document to the County Transport Plan. 

(ii)                Achieved a speed review for the C7, for a maximum 50mph 

(iii)               Achieved a designated bus bay at the School

(iv)              Engaged with the police who are doing what they can to resolve the problems of parking in the designated bus bay by the Ashcombe roundabout bus stop

(v)                Commissioned an updated draft traffic calming scheme and taken this to the Highways Authority for discussion and development 

 
(vi)              The engineers are to conduct traffic measurements in Aschombe Lane with a view to extending the 30mph limit, and by the school with a view to a 20mph speed limit by the School and in the Street. They will then conduct the safety audits.

 
(vii)             It has taken the County a long time to recognise our problems. However the village at the top of their list has had 40 fatalities, and this puts the delay into context. Thanks are due to Cllr Rogers for his support, the Action Plan Steering group for their hard work in consulting the village to identify their concerns, the hard working officers at County, and to Cllr Lock, lead member for transport and the environment, who has devoted a considerable amount of his valuable time to the problems in our village. 

 
(viii)           Any traffic calming measures require careful safety audit and there are legal processes and consultations that must take place. 

 
(ix)              The Highways Authority is currently investigating a draft scheme and possible solutions to our traffic problems. We are grateful for their time, and consideration, and now must be patient to allow them to complete their work. 

(x)                Damage to verges and the banks of Aschombe Hollow: continues to be a priority, and we have raised this with the Highways Authority and will continue to seek a solution. 

 
3.      Public transport
 
(i)                  We have worked to defend our bus service and resolve any minor problems

(ii)                We have worked to persuade the authorities to resolve the problem of Lewes railway bridge, as it impacts on our bus service

4.      Parking

(i)                  Speed and inconsiderate parking in the Street has been raised as a problem. It obstructs Farm traffic and emergency vehicles. We have raised the problem with Highways, and the police. 

5.      Trees

(i)                  The Parish Council has commissioned a survey of the trees on and around St Pancras Green. This will identify the work that needs to be done, and ensure that trees are properly and safely maintained. 

6.      Grass cutting

(i)                  There was a problem with the quality of grass cutting on the green when the contractors switched from cylinder to rotary mowers. We have now appointed a well-recommended local firm, to use cylinder mowers. 

7.      Path to Play Area

(i)                  Problems with the gate into the small green had been identified by the safety audit. Shepherd Neame undertook the work a little prematurely, which caused some confusion. For less than the commercial cost of repairing the gateway alone, they kindly added a path to the play area for the benefit of pushchair/wheelchair users.

 
8.      Planning

(i)                  We have commented on all planning applications, in line with the relevant planning policies

9.      Dog Bin
(i)                  A new dog bin was requested on the Green, but the siting of this was deferred awaiting the plans for the proposed new pavilion

 10.  Police

(i)                  Thanks are due to the police and especially to our PCSO for all of her hard work on our behalf

 11.  Post office closure plan

(i)                  The Parish Council opposed plans to close more post offices in Lewes, as it will increase the difficulty for our village, and the queues at the main post office for our villagers.  The future of the Post Office at Landport is being re-assessed.

12.  Affordable Housing

(i)                  The Parish Council has been asked to consider sites for affordable housing in the village in the light of consultations that established a need. With a very full schedule this year, this has not yet been achieved. 

 

13.  Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy 

(i)                  The Parish Council has adopted a policy

 

14.  Village Clean Up

(i)                  Thanks from the village are due to Barrie Lambert who continues to organise the village clean up. Volunteers are requested to support this valuable activity.

 

15.  Subsidised taxi service

(i)                  An application for grant funding has been prepared in partnership with Iford and Swanborough. The first application failed but a second is underway. The purpose of the grant is to allow residents to use public transport by providing taxis at a subsidised rate when the bus is not available. It is part of a further study to establish the best way of improving the use of public transport 

16.  Village Greens Registration
(i)                  We are currently awaiting the outcome of the applications. We are advised that green at Snednore, the only remaining part of Well Green, the original village green, is recommended for refusal. A further application could be made if evidence of its use for recreation is forthcoming quickly from villagers who have been here for 20 years or more.

.
17.  Pavilion

 
(i)                  The old pavilion is unsafe and the Parish Council was legally obliged to close it. It is beyond economic repair

 
(ii)                We have commissioned an inspection of the asbestos in the building by a licensed firm 

 
(iii)               The Parish Council sought grant funding for a suitable replacement to meet the requirements of the village as requested in consultations and the Parish Action Plan.

 
(iv)              A first stage bid to the Big Lottery Fund was successful, the village was awarded £22469 to develop the project and invited to make a bid for £300,000, almost the full cost of a new community pavilion, with a further £22500 from Viridor if the stage two application is approved

 
(v)                The consultation process for the design is still underway, and will continue after this meeting. 

 
 
 
 
