KINGSTON PARISH

DRAFT MINUTES of the 117th Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday April 26 2010 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall, The Street, Kingston.
Present:

Councillors Mrs J Rowland (Chairman), Mrs R Jefferies, Mr P Rowland 
In Attendance:

County Councillor D Rogers, PCSO S Knowles, T Warder (AiRS), C Isitt (Clerk to Kingston Parish Council)

Minutes

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from District Councillor M Cutress.

2. CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS
The Chairman welcomed County Councillor D Rogers, PCSO S Knowles, T Warder from Action in Rural Sussex (AiRS) and residents present to the 117th Annual Parish Meeting.  She noted that residents not attending the meeting would be able to read reports given during the meeting in the Kingston News.

3. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 27 APRIL 2009
Mr P Rowland proposed and Mrs R Jefferies seconded the motion that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 27 April 2009, copies of which were available for those present, be taken as read and be approved accordingly. On being put to the meeting it was carried unanimously, and the minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly as a correct record of the proceedings of that meeting.

3.1 Matters Arising from the Minutes
APM Minute 6: It was noted that concern had been expressed regarding the Parish Council’s proposal to apply for Borrowing Approval for 250,000, which if added to the borrowing in relation to the Traffic Calming Scheme would involve an increase in Council tax.   The reality was that the Parish Council had only had to borrow 100,000 for the Pavilion project, and in fact due to careful financial management had not had to increase its precept for the year 2010-11.

4. TO RECEIVE REPORTS
4.1 Councillor Mrs J Rowland, the Chairman of the Parish Council, presented the Annual Report on the work of the Parish Council, see Appendix A.
4.2 County Councillor D Rogers presented his report. 

He reminded residents about the main services provided by East Sussex County Council (ESCC), and that he was on hand to help villagers with any matters they wished to raise regarding those services.

· Adult Social Care – this area was massively underfunded, not just in East Sussex but across the country, despite the reality of the needs of an ageing population.

· Transport and Environment – this included planning and waste.  Massive construction of a new waste disposal facility was underway and in his view, blighting the new National Park.

· Libraries – many residents surely use the facilities in Lewes and the coastal towns.

· Schools – these now had a large degree of autonomy, however admissions procedures and statements of special need were still the responsibility of ESCC.

Councillor Rogers went on to comment that it was impossible to believe that the traffic calming was not in existence in the village this time last year.  Drivers were being forced to go more slowly, which could only be a good thing especially given the location of the primary school.  
This was a time of change, and not just because of the General Election.  The Chief Executive (CE) of ESCC, who had been in post for 16 years, had just retired.  The New CE was Becky Shaw, who had previously been one of the County Council’s directors team.  Also the CE of Lewes District Council (LDC) was about to retire, again after approximately 16 years in post, and the appointment process was underway at LDC.

Residents asked questions and Councillor Rogers replied as follows:
 
He was aware that the health and social service sectors needed to work more closely with each other.  His role with the national organization, the Local Government Association, was related to adult social care and he had been lobbying Government on its recent Green and White papers on this issue.  Ministers had acknowledged significant underfunding, and the issue would in the view of Cllr Rogers remain a key challenge for the next Government. A pilot project called Total Place which sought to bring various public services together to try to identify local priorities and allocate budgets accordingly had the possibility both of cost savings and a more integrated approach.
So far as he was aware, there was currently no scheme similar to the landfill tax credit for incinerators.  The landfill tax which the County Council (i.e. council taxpayers) had to pay had been increasing annually for that disposal method.  Landfill tax would not be payable on waste tonnage going to the incinerator when open: however that might not mean that waste disposal would be any cheaper overall owing to the financing arrangements for the construction and operating contract. 
He was not sure whether cardboard brought to household waste recycling facilities was actually recycled or disposed of as ordinary waste, and would discuss this with Councillor Cutress and respond.

The existing household waste site in Newhaven had been having problems with frequent closures because they had such large skips that each time the skips had to be moved the site had to be closed.  The good news was that a new site had been chosen on the old foundry site, which would be a much better location for this purpose.

He did not think a final decision had yet been made as to who would retain responsibility for Rights of Way within the new National Park, but would find out and respond. 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Rogers for his report.

4.3 PCSO S Knowles presented his report, which is attached at Appendix B.
PCSO Knowles went on to comment that current local joint PCSO Wendy Stevens was not returning to Sussex Police after her period of annual leave, and she thanked villagers for helping to make her work in Kingston so enjoyable.  A new joint PCSO would be appointed in due course.

He urged any resident interested in Farm Watch to get in touch with the relevant PCSOs.

He noted that the biggest issue in rural villages was vehicle crime, incidents of which had increased.  Incidents were mainly tools being stolen from vans, so van owners were urged to remove tools from their vans overnight, and to take advantage of the Police’s free tool marking service, as this provided a strong deterrent.  This could also be applied to valuable items such as lawnmowers.  Similarly with cars, any items of value should be removed or moved out of sight, and vehicles locked to reduce the risk of theft.  He noted that other damage to cars included tyres being slashed, and urged residents that if anyone acting suspiciously was seen to call the Police immediately who would come and investigate –reports of suspicions were not considered a waste of time.

He noted in response to a resident’s question that the police had been called out four days in a row regarding turkeys on the loose, and that the turkeys had been or were about to be removed to somewhere safe!

The numbers to call for the Police were:

· 999 – any urgent matter or suspicious activity

· 0845 6070999 – to make a police report

· Sussex Police website www.sussex.police.uk to find contact details for Kingston’s PCSO Julie McNirlan and to arrange a chat with her to get advice about any issue.

The Chairman thanked PCSO Knowles for his report.

5. AN UPDATE ABOUT AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS IN THE AREA
Tom Warder, Rural Housing Enabler for Action in Rural Sussex (AiRS) presented his update.

Affordable housing was one of AiRS’ chief concerns as the issue affected rural communities considerably.  AiRS could help rural communities to identify and then meet their affordable housing needs.
He had visited Kingston a couple of years ago at which time there was interest in affordable housing, however since then the Parish Council had been very busy, and he congratulated the village on what had been achieved.

Affordable rural housing was scarce because the housing market in rural areas compared to rural incomes meant there was a huge gap in terms of affordability.  This coupled with Government’s Right to Buy policy had led to dwindling social housing stock,  the out-migration of young local people, in-migration of affluent commuters and an ever increasing proportion of older people in villages.

AiRS was aware of the issue of an ageing countryside and the support needs created by that, especially as it was hard for young people to move back and create family support networks due to the cost of housing.

Recent figures supplied by LDC indicated that 212 households had put Kingston forward as a preferred area in which to live. If a parish wished, AiRS would undertake a Housing Needs Survey.  Such a survey would give a much more accurate profile of the needs and the local connections of those needing local housing in a parish.  The registered social landlord was expected to meet the cost of the survey.

In a village, AiRS would try to meet local needs, normally through finding exception sites which might get planning permission for affordable housing for local people in perpetuity.  The landowner would get more than the land’s current agricultural value but less than open market value.
This process could work, as evidenced in Barcombe where a project had just been completed three years after the Housing Needs Survey had been undertaken, and which was very successful.  More details would be available in the current AiRS newsletter and website: http://www.ruralsussex.org.uk/assets/assets/AirSnewsApr10.pdf
In answer to questions from residents, Mr Warder went on to note that small villages of less than 3000 households were exempt from Right to Buy, so that it was not possible for affordable housing to be lost to the private market.

If land was identified in a village, funding for an affordable housing project was available via the local Housing Association applying for funds available for rural schemes.

Projects had been successfully completed in very small settlements as well as larger rural settlements.
One useful result of undertaking a Housing Needs Survey was the response to the survey question about whether respondents knew of any potentially suitable sites for affordable housing.

Exception sites were possible within National Parks, and there were good examples of good practice in National Parks elsewhere.  The South Downs Joint Committee and the National Park Authority recognized the importance of supporting living, working villages.

It was agreed that the Clerk would put the question of whether to commission a Housing Needs Survey on a future Parish Council agenda, probably for the July meeting.  The issue would also be brought to a future meeting of the Parishes of the Lower Ouse.

6. CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING REMARKS
The Chairman thanked all those present for attending and for contributing to the meeting.

The meeting ended at 9pm.

......................................................................

Chairman

Appendix A

Annual Parish Meeting  26th  April 2010

Chair’s Report
    Councillor Jackie Rowland

It has been a roller coaster year for the Parish Council; with so much happening that it will be impossible to cover it all!

The Pavilion

50 years ago, Kingston did the seemingly impossible, and persuaded Chailey Rural Council to designate land destined for dense development as recreation ground, then raised the money to buy it. Village farmers levelled it and villagers picked the flints, and prepared St Pancras Green for village cricket and sports use, then converted an old apple shed into a basic pavilion. The old pavilion deteriorated over time, until finally described as a death trap and closed.   Fortunately, there were no accidents during the years when it breached almost every regulation, but the loss of this essential facility was a threat to the community sports and recreational enjoyment at the heart of our community on the Green.  

Thanks to the BIG LOTTERY and VIRIDOR, we now have a wonderful new building open and ready for use!  Villagers should be able to spot many of their best ideas from extensive consultations incorporated into this lovely design by Richard Wratten, of Mackellar Schwerdt. It will be only be fully appreciated when the grass is growing on the roof, but already is attracting visitors to the village to admire it!  It really graces our Green. 

Soon the building will be handed over for the community to manage through a Charitable Company, to be made up of sports and other user group representatives, who will run it for the benefit of the whole community, and in compliance with the grant conditions for community use. It will be a place where new and existing small interest groups can meet, and get established, and it will support the sports and recreational use of the Green.   Villagers are invited the official opening and photo shoot  at 2pm on May 27t, where they  can  meet our grant providers and some of those who have who have helped us directly and indirectly by their tireless work for the Rural Community.  Keep an eye on the notice boards for details of this and the celebrations that follow.  

Traffic Calming 

At last we have the traffic calming we have sought for so many years. Faced with ever growing levels of traffic, it is not before time! It appears that the early teething problems have been resolved, and the scheme is working well. Wellgreen Lane feels much safer, especially around the School, and in the centre of the village where it matters most. Has it solved all the problems? Do we need a stage 2? These are questions for the village to consider next year.

Public Transport

Thanks largely to Cllr Rosemarie Jefferies unstinting efforts, expertise,  and extraordinary hard work , the villagers benefited from grant subsidised  taxis to complement the bus service, retained its bus service when other villages faced cuts, enjoyed a weekly bus service to shop in Eastbourne, and now has a daily ‘shopping’ bus to Brighton. 

Trees

The Parish Council now has a rolling program of tree care and maintenance, having had professional surveys of all of its trees, and consulted Lewes District Council.  Our tree wardens have been active and in the Avenue, have planted ancient local species of Apple trees to retain the character of the road by replacing some of those lost through age. 

Top Council Award

Kingston Parish Council is to receive an award as one of the top three local councils in the country. We do not know yet who will receive the top award (with the £500 for community use).  It is recognition of the achievement of our Parish Councillors, who have given their time and expertise to seek improvements for our community. It could not have been achieved without the support and involvement of the village through the Kingston Parish Action Plan Steering Group, and the many groups and individuals who helped. Thanks are due to many, but special mention must be made of Diana Arlett, who led the steering group so ably, and Mary Cattermole who did so much to persuade ESCC of our need for traffic calming, and our vice chairman Cllr Rosemarie Jefferies who works quietly but tirelessly on your behalf. 

Thanks to Paul Macdonald who nominated the village. It demonstrates that Kingston Village has not lost its ability to achieve the impossible for the benefit of the community! 
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Sussex Police

Kingston

26th April 2010

For the performance year of April 2009 to March 2010 residents across Lewes District have seen a reduction in total crime of 11%. Lewes is one of eleven District areas across Sussex…this is what we achieved;  
All crime                              DOWN   11%

591 fewer victims              3rd  BEST in the Force 

House Burglary                  DOWN   36%
76 fewer victims                2nd BEST in the Force  

Vehicle crime                     DOWN   24%

137 fewer victims              2nd BEST in the Force  

Damage offences              DOWN   21%
299 fewer victims              Top in the Force 

All injury offences              DOWN   15%

69 fewer victims                2nd BEST in the Force 

Serious sexual  offences   DOWN  17%
9 fewer victims                   2nd BEST in the Force  

Kingston suffered a total of   17 crimes for the period 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2010. This is an increase of 1 crime for this period in 2008/09. 

Burglaries of Dwellings – Kingston
	Month-Year
	2008/09
	2009/10
	Difference

	April
	0
	0
	0

	May
	0
	0
	0

	June
	0
	0
	0

	July
	0
	0
	0

	August
	1
	0
	1

	September
	0
	0
	0

	October
	0
	1
	1

	November
	0
	0
	0

	December
	0
	0
	0

	January
	0
	0
	0

	February
	0
	0
	0

	March
	1
	0
	-1


Public place violent crime – Kingston

	Month-Year
	2008/09
	2009/10
	Difference

	March
	0
	0
	0

	April
	0
	0
	0

	May
	0
	0
	0

	June
	0
	0
	0

	July
	0
	0
	0

	August
	0
	1
	1

	September
	0
	0
	0

	October
	0
	0
	0

	November
	0
	0
	0

	December
	0
	0
	0

	January
	1
	0
	-1

	February
	0
	0
	0

	March
	0
	0
	0


Criminal Damage – Kingston

	Month-Year
	2008/09
	2009/10
	Difference

	March
	0
	0
	0

	April
	0
	0
	0

	May
	0
	0
	0

	June
	1
	1
	0

	July
	1
	1
	0

	August
	0
	0
	0

	September
	1
	0
	-1

	October
	0
	1
	1

	November
	1
	0
	-1

	December
	0
	0
	0

	January
	1
	0
	-1

	February
	0
	2
	2

	March
	0
	0
	0


Reports of Anti Social Behaviour  –  Kingston

	Month-Year
	2008/09
	2009/10
	Difference

	April
	1
	2
	1

	May
	1
	0
	-1

	June
	3
	1
	-2

	July
	1
	0
	-1

	August
	3
	5
	2

	September
	1
	1
	0

	October
	1
	1
	0

	November
	1
	1
	0

	December
	1
	0
	-1

	January
	1
	1
	0

	February
	0
	2
	2

	March
	2
	1
	-1

	Total
	16
	15
	-1


High visibility hours.

Officers have conducted high visibility hours on patrol in your community for an average of 20 hours per month between 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2010.
Kingston and the surrounding villages are allocated, at this time, to PCSO Wendy Stevens and PCSO Julie McNirlan who has recently return from maternity leave.

The Lewes Neighbourhood command team  have, and will continue, to put every effort into reducing abstractions which could deprive you of your PCSO’s. Significant time over the last year was spent promoting and supporting the Crime Prevention Road Shows, the first of which took place in Ringmer. These road shows have resulted in over 800 items of property being marked and registered with immobilise.com. This was a fantastic project and apart from the obvious deterrent to potential offenders, this initiative should improve our chances of restoring recovered stolen property to its rightful owners.

Good News for our Lewes Rural Villages

In late 2009, Lewes Neighbourhood Policing team began a ‘Farm watch’ scheme for the Lewes District.  The scheme, which has now been rolled out across Sussex, runs very much like a Neighbourhood Watch scheme, but is directed to farms, livery yards, gamekeepers, and land owners. People who join the scheme receive text message alerts and emails updating members on current crime issues in the area,  reports of suspicious vehicle sightings, and other relevant information. Issues range from the theft of farm machinery, tack thefts, and livestock thefts,  to reports of illegal hare coursing, poaching, and lamping. The main points of contact for the scheme within the Lewes district are PCSO Chris Buggins and PC Pete Hall.

PCSO Buggins and PC Hall are also Wildlife Crime Officers for the Lewes district. This involves investigating and gathering intelligence on wildlife related crimes such as illegal poaching, coursing, Lamping, Badger baiting, misuse of firearms poisons and pesticides, to name but a few.

For anyone interested in joining the farm watch scheme, contact details can be obtained at the end of the meeting. 

Police Response Times – ES1:

The Policing District of Lewes covers Lewes Town and 21 surrounding villages as well as the coastal towns of Newhaven, Peacehaven, Seaford. The areas are split in to two sections; Lewes Town and the surrounding villages are known as ES1 and Newhaven, Peacehaven, Seaford, and their surrounding villages are known as ES2. 
Over the period 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010 there were 1479 ‘Grade 1’ calls, classified as ‘Immediate Response’, to Police in ES1; out of these 1479 -  55% were attended within 10 minutes, 77% within 15 minutes, 88% within 20 minutes, 95% within 30 minutes and 99% within 60 minutes. Considering the geographical area ES1 covers, these response times are good, and falling only just outside our target of attending 80% Grade 1 incidents within 15 minutes.

Overall 99% of East Sussex Division’s 21433 Grade 1 calls were attended within 60 minutes, with 84% being attended within 15 minutes. Every Division in Sussex Police were above their target of 80% attendance within 15 minutes, with East Sussex being on par with Brighton and Hove and just under North and West Downs Divisions.
Neighbourhood Panels.

The aim of Neighbourhood policing is to work at a very local level with our communities, and with other agencies, to build safer neighbourhoods throughout Sussex. The concept of Neighbourhood Panels has been identified as best practice by the Home Office to help achieve this. 
Kingston has no Neighbourhood Panel at this time. Please feel free to contact PCSO Stevens or PCSO McNirlan for more information about the panels or about the process for setting up a scheme – maybe you could join with other small neighbouring villages.

More information about Neighbourhood Panels, including minutes from other panel meetings, can also be found on Lewes District's Neighbourhood Panel web-site - www.lewesnp.co.uk.

Sussex Police Website

You can find out more about levels of reported crime and keep up to date with what's happening in your area, by either contacting your local Neighbourhood Policing Team or visiting the Sussex Police web-site - www.sussex.police.uk.

Chief Inspector Natalie Carron

Lewes District Commander
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