Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman: Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.)

(www. Kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at The Parish hall, The Street, Kingston on  Monday 11th. May, 2009 commencing at 7.55 p.m. 
PRESENT:   Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.  (Chairman), Councillor Mrs. R. Jeffery, (Vice Chairman) Councillor  Manifold. 

IN ATTENDANCE: PCSO Julie West,  Mr. J. Roberts and Mr. D.F. Jarman (Clerk to the Council) .
151         APOLOGIES

              Mrs. J. Jefferson..

152        DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
              None

153  
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT

PCSO Julie West gave a presentation regarding the crime rate in the parish. The over 
all figures continue to be low but there is some criminal activity focussed on the 
Garden Centre.


ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.

153      It was proposed seconded and carried that  Cllr Mrs. J. Rowland be Chairman.
           The Chairman  signed the Declaration of Acceptance of   Office.
154
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

It was proposed seconded and carried that  Cllr Mrs. R. Jeffery be Vice Chairman.
155      MINUTES 

155.1 Minutes of the Special Council Meeting held   on  29th. April, 2009.  Councillor Mrs. Jeffrey proposed that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 29th. April, 2009, be signed as a correct record of that meeting. Carried.
155.2  MATTERS ARISING included  Traffic Calming; Actioned;  Consultation Agreed; 
Deed of Declaration; Borrowing approval; Hall Booking for 15.06.09; The need for an  additional signatory to current account was agreed; 

156
ALLOCATION OF SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES
       
 156.1    The following were proposed and carried that subject to the nominees being willing 
to continue
i)
Highways (incl.Council’s 2 bus shelters) (Coun. Mrs. Rowland)

ii)
Public Transport (including Council’s two bus shelters) (Councillor Mrs. Jeffery)

iii)
      Planning Advisory Group (Councillor Mrs. Jefferson – Leader)

iv) The Green including the Children’s play area (Councillor  George)

            
 v)           Internal Financial Control (Councillor Mrs. Jefferson)

vi)      Parish Tree Wardens – to be confirmed subject to the issue of the tree warden guidelines (Volunteers Mrs. D. Morgan & Mr. S. Berry)

vii)
Public Rights of Way (Mrs. S. Stevens)

viii)       St. Pancras Green (Mr. L. Ward) 
ix) Notice Board organiser (Mr. B.  Simmons)

It was noted that the tree wardens have not been advised of the guidelines for their responsibilities and it was agreed that this would be arranged.
157         APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES


To consider appointing Members to represent the Council on the 
following:  (Members whose names appear in italics served in these capacities last year)

i)
Lewes District Association of Local and Parish Councils (Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Jeffery)

ii)
Sussex Associations of Local Councils (Chairman &  Councillor  Mrs. Jeffery) 

iii)
Police Consultation (Councillor Manifold)
iv)
Lewes Transport Plan - Northern Area (Councillor Mrs. Jeffery)
v)      Parishes of Lower Ouse (POLO) (Chairman,  and Councillor Mrs. Jeffery)

vi)
 Action in Rural Sussex (formerly the Sussex Rural Community Council) - (Chairman &  Councillor  Mrs. Jeffery) 

vii)
Trustee to the Parish Hall (Councillor Mrs Jeffery)

viii)     Rural Voices Rural Choices (Chairman and Councillor Mrs  Jeffery)

ix)     Lead Councillor for Public Safety (Coun. Flowers)
158
FINANCE


158.1 To confirm the appointment of the Clerk as Responsible  Financial Officer. As 
agreed 
at para 149  of the Minutes of the meeting of 29th. April 2009, it was 
confirmed 
that  Mr Jarman will continue with the duties of  R F O until handing over to Mr 
Roberts on or 
before 28th. May 2009.
158.2 To confirm the appointment of Mr. Haynes of 4. Mushroom Fields as Internal Auditor.  He has completed the Council’s internal audit now for some 6 years and last year 
attended a SALC  Auditors seminar. The appointment of Mr Haynes was confirmed.

158.3   Accounts    To approve and adopt the annual accounts (not audited) for 
2008/09   
(Report 642 — attached) The last 2 pages, together with further  documentation will be  
presented to the External Auditor in due course. The accounts 
were confirmed.

158.4.Clerks salary. The proposal to accept the national review of salaries backdated to 1st. April 2008 was proposed and carried. Details attached. 
158.5 Receipts & Payments. The statement at report no. 640 revised and attached, was proposed and carried. It was emphasized by the Chairman that it was important to maintain a tight control of spending during 2009.10 because of size of the budget and a degree of uncertainty.  .

159
Agenda item 17 was taken next. The re-development of pavilion on St. Pancras Green


159.1 The proposed Deed of Dedication as drawn up by Hedley’s,  and form RX1 were 
agreed.

159.2 It was also agreed to withdraw the application to create a Village Green of St Pancras 
field.


159.3 It was proposed and carried that the next interim payment to McKellar and Schwerdt in 
respect of the Sports pavilion project, should be made using the BLF  and VAT claim.
160
The meeting returned to agenda item 10.6.



160.1
Parish Council Web Site     The reports of Gavin Wraith, the  Council’s 

Webmaster for  March/April, 2000 were received and  his  account.  (£50) was 

approved..  It was agreed to have the web site as an item on the next agenda when 
topics for the site will include Traffic Calming and Pavilion News. 

161.
The purchase of two copies of Charles Arnold-Baker at the cost of £53.60 each plus VAT was 
approved.
162
The Sussex Playing Fields Association..  The Clerk reported that previously a grant for £15.00 was made.  It was proposed and carried that a grant of £20.00 be made.
163
At this point the Chairman thanked the retiring clerk David Jarman for his service to the Council and to the Parish..  She said that his long and efficient  service  was greatly appreciated.  She wished him a happy retirement and her comments were endorsed by members..  David also expressed his thanks and appreciation.
164
Agenda item 11.  This was deferred.until the financial position is clearer.
165
.Agenda Item 12. The Council noted the ESCCC decision to approve the application in respect of The Green and do not consider that there is sufficient evidence of us regarding  Snednore which the Parish Council may persue.

166 
Agenda item 13 was deferred. Until September as was Agenda Item 14
167
Agenda Item 15        Public Transport  Action taken by the Clerk was approved.

168
Agenda Item 16        Children’s play area on The Green. It was agreed that we should accept the offer of the District Council Parks Manager to arrange for an annual inspection (Cost £52) and a  Disability Discrimination Act Assessment (Cost £12.50)  in relation to the Play Area. It was also agreed to set up a Working Group of the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Cllr George to review the report and apply for funding. 
169
Agenda Item 17.  It was agreed that the Pavilion working party to take professional advice on the management structure of the community pavilion, and  consult with residents directly and through the steering group on this.
The next Parish Council Meeting will be 13th. July, 2009
P








