Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman Councillor Mrs.J.R. Rowland.)

(www.kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Parish Hall, The Street, Kingston on Monday 8th September, 2008 commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

PRESENT:
Councillors, Mrs. J.R. Rowland (Chairman) D. George, Mrs. R.P. Jeffery (Vice Chairman), and P. Rowland.

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr. D.F. Jarman the Clerk to the Council.

59.
APOLOGIES    Apologies were received from Councillors S. Flowers Mrs. J. Jefferson and D. Manifold.

60
MINUTES



Councillor Rowland PROPOSED that the Minutes of the Special Meeting held 11th. August, 2008, 

having been circulated, be taken as read, be approved and signed as a correct record of the proceedings of that Meeting. 

Councillor George SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                     (The Minutes were signed accordingly)     

61.
MATTERS ARISING (Not appearing elsewhere in these Minutes)

             There were no matters arising from the Minutes

62   
 FINANCE

 62.1    Receipts and Payments
Councillor Rowland PROPOSED that the statement of Receipts and Payments made since the last Meeting of the Council (Report No. 612(Amended) - filed in Minute Book) be received and approved, and the invoices listed at paragraph 3 be paid together with the  further account details of which are set out below:

C. Wade – Boarding up of pavilion & taking down, storing and re-installing swings   £ 540 . 00

Councillor George SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                                               (Action Clerk)

62.2    Parish Council Web Site
RECEIVED the Webmaster’s reports for July & August 2008 (Nos. 611 a & b – filed in Minute      

Book) 

Councillor Rowland PROPOSED that his rendered account of £70 be paid.        (Action Clerk)

Councillor George SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                                               
62.3    Parish Hall Rental

NOTED that the rental for using the Parish Hall is to be increased  w.e.f. 1st. September    

2008 to £24 per meeting.
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63              TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

   63.1   Planning Applications
RECEIVED a schedule (Appendix A - filed in Minute Book) of planning decisions made by the  Lewes District Council, and comments made by the Clerk since the last Meeting, in relation to outstanding Planning Applications, under the Council's adopted procedure.

63.2   Planning Appeal

 LW/07/0787 – Installation of a 12 metre replica pine tree mast and associated development at Swanborough Farm for O2 UK Ltd. 

NOTED that an appeal against the refusal of the District Council to grant planning permission in respect of these proposals has been dismissed.   (Note: The Parish Council objected at application stage)

64              THE GREEN   -   Childrens’ Play Area

                  64.1    Insurance

Councillor Rowland PROPOSED that the current level of Insurance cover in relation to the Safety Surfacing be increased from £10,000 to £15,000, a sum which is likely to cover the total cost of its replacement at a cost estimated to be £50 p.a.

64.2   RoSPA Annual Report

RECEIVED the Clerk’s report (No. 613 – attached) and the RoSPA  Report (Appendix a to the report – attached)

                  RESOLVED that Mr. C. Wade be requested to carry out the remedial works listed in the 

                  Clerk’s report at paras 2.3 to 6.2 (except 2.5 which has already been done).   If there are   

                  items which he is unable to undertake Wicksteed Leisure Ltd. be requested to undertake                  

                  them.                                                                                                                     (Action Clerk)

                  RESOLVED to seek further advice from Lewes District Council regarding the emptying of the                       

                  refuse bin.                                                                                                           (Action Clerk)

65              ST PANCRAS GREEN

                  Trees on St. Pancras Green    (Minute 39.2.4 refers)

RECEIVED tenders in respect of the urgent works to trees annotated in red on the Survey Report prepared by B.W. Green Ltd (Minute 39.2.1 refers) which recommends that remedial works should be carried out within a period of 6 months and in relation to the trees annotated in Amber which the report recommends that remedial works be carried out within a period of 6 to 18 months.                                                        

    RESOLVED that the quotation from Connick Tree Care in the sum of £165 + VAT in relation to    

    the trees annotated in red on the Survey Report be accepted.

    RESOLVED that consideration of the quotations received in relation to the Trees annotated in    

    amber on the Survey Report be DEFERRED to the next meeting.
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66              AiRS & SALC AGM
         NOTED that these events will take place on  7th. November, 2008  at South of England Show   

         Ground, Ardingly
Councillor Rowland PROPOSED that the expenditure of £16 for the Council’s representative be authorised, being the cost of a buffet lunch, together with the reimbursement of travelling and other reasonable expenses.

Councillor George SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                     (Action Chairman & Clerk)
67              QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS

67.1 Consideration of Councillor Rowland’s proposal that the Parish Council seek Quality    

Council Status within the next 12 months. (Deferred at the  July meeting  - Minute 44 refers)  
 was DEFERRED.

 67.2   RESOLVED to invite Mr. Trevor Leggo (Director of SALC) to address the Council at its next meeting on this subject and the subject of Training.

68              TREES IN THE AVENUE
68.1   RECEIVED a Condition Survey of the Trees for which the Council is responsible on the grass verges either side of the Avenue.  (Report 614 with appendices (i) and (ii) filed in minute book) 

68.2   Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the Clerk be authorised to arrange for the felling of the apple tree No. 2274 (Anotated in red) (being the only tree recommended for any works within 6 months) and to invite tenders from suitable contractors for the carrying out of the works to the trees annotated in Amber, which the report recommends be carried out within a period of 6 to 18 months.  

Councillor George SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                                          (Action Clerk)
69            DUTCH ELM DISEASE (DED)

RECEIVED a letter (Appendix B filed in Minute Book) from South Downs Joint Committee relating to the recent outbreaks of DED.

                  RESOLVED to respond to this letter by deploring the fact that the situation has deteriorated to 

                  this extent and requesting information regarding the location and condition of the 70 or so Elm 

Trees in this Parish                                                                                               (Action Clerk)
70            COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 

                  Proposed registration of St. Pancras Green, The Green and land at Snednore
                  70.1  NOTED that the site meeting with the County Council’s Lead Councillor which was to 

                  have been held on Thursday 18th. September at 10 a.m. has been cancelled.

70.2 Having regard to the Councils pending application to the Big Lottery Fund in relation to the re-building of the Community Pavilion, and on legal advice, it was RESOLVED that the County Council be requested to hold the application in respect of St. Pancras Green in obeyance for a period of 12 months.                                                                  (Action Clerk)
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 71         FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS

The Chairman PROPOSED that Council’s Standing Order No. 2 be amended by the deletion of the words “on the last Monday in April or” and Standing Order No. 4 be amended to read “Six additional meetings shall be held on the 2nd. Monday in the months of June, July, October, January, February and April”.  This motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs. Jeffery.

 Under the provisions of Standing Order 76 the motion stands adjourned to the next ordinary     

 meeting of the Council.

              (Note:  This motion, if passed will result in the Council meeting each month of the year, except 

               August and December – a total of 10 meetings rather than the six held per year at present)

72          PUBLIC TRANSPORT

72.1   County Council’s Community Transport Review

RESOLVED to approve the letter sent by Councillor Mrs. Jeffery to the County Council in relation to the Zero based budget bus review.  (Appendices C(i) and C(ii) filed in Minute Book)

 

               72.2.   Subsidised Taxi Scheme 
 

               RECEIVED a verbal report from Councillor Mrs. Jeffery

  72.3    New bus service 124 

               RESOLVED to approve the letter sent by Councillor Mrs. Jeffery to Country Liner Sussex  Ltd.

               but there is no financial commitment at this stage.

 73          WELLGREEN LANE

               Attention was drawn to an article appearing in a recent edition of The Argus (Appendix G – filed 

               in Minute Book).   

                RESOLVED that an informal approach be made to the County Council’s Directorate of 

                Transport and Environment to draw attention  to the proposed Traffic Calming Scheme in an 

                effort to avoid  duplication of expenditure and/or prejudice to the scheme by the maintenance 

                proposals referred to in the newspaper article.                                                        (Action RJ)
74            TREES AT THE HOLDINGS AND IN THE HOLLOW

                RESOLVED to refer to the County Council the concern of local residents in relation to the large  

                Ash tree which has dense ivy cover on highway land adjacent to The Holdings; and the 

                undercutting of the banks by erosion thereby undermining the trees in The Hollow. 

                                                                                                                                              (Action Clerk)
 75           50 m.p.h SPEED LIMIT ON C.7

                Councillor Mrs. Jeffery advised that a resident of Piddinhoe had contacted her about the 

 50 mph speed limit on the C7 which is thought to encourage drivers to drive at a speed in    

 excess of that driven prior to the imposition of the speed limit. consideration. 

                RESOLVED to request that this matter be  included on the Agenda for the next meeting of 

                POLO.                                                                                                                 (Action Clerk)
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76           NEXT MEETING

                NOTED that the next meeting will be held on Monday 10th. November, 2008, when the 

                Council’s proposed budget and Precept for 2008/09 will be considered.

77            CLOSE    
                The Meeting closed at 21.30 hours.

10th. November, 2008





Signed……………………………..

                                                                                                        Chairman

PLEASE NOTE:  Reports for the next Meeting of the Parish Council should be submitted on or before Friday 31st. October, 2008

