Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman Councillor Mrs.J.R. Rowland.)

(www.kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Parish Hall, The Street, Kingston on Monday 14th July, 2008 commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

PRESENT:
Councillors, Mrs. J.R. Rowland (Chairman) Mrs. J. Jefferson, Mrs. R.P. Jeffery,  

D. Manifold and P. Rowland.

IN ATTENDANCE:  County Councillor D. Rogers, OBE, District Councillor Mrs. Cuttress and Mr. D.F. Jarman the Clerk to the Council.

32.
APOLOGIES    Apologies were received from Councillors S. Flowers and D.M. George,

33         REPORTS OF COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILORS.

33.1 County Councillor Rogers was pleased to note that the subsidised taxi service is to be restarted.  
33.2  He also asked whether there had been any adverse comment following the temporary closure of the C.7 Newhaven Road recently for re-surfacing works.   The Chairman answered in the negative.
33.3 e also asked whether there had been any comment req

33.2    District Councillor Mrs. Cuttress stated that Planning Permission has now been granted for a 10 bedroom Travel Lodge type extension at the rear of the Newmarket Inn.   It was also stated that the Environment Agency has objected to the redevelopment of the Petrol Service Station having regard to the  risk of the underground petrol tanks leaking into the water courses.

34
MINUTES


             The Minute No. 26 of the Special Meeting held on 9th. June, 2008 was amended by the addition 

             of the following words at the end of the resolution:  and the meeting was not held “because it 

             became clear that there was no need to submit a second Planning Application”.
RESOLVED that having been circulated, the Minutes be taken as read, be approved as amended and signed as a correct record of the proceedings of that Meeting. (The Minutes were signed))     

34.
MATTERS ARISING (Not appearing elsewhere in these Minutes)

             Minute 28.1 -  NOTED that a letter has been received from the Structural Engineer confirming the   

             advice given.

35   
 FINANCE

 35.1    Receipts and Payments
Councillor Mrs. Jefferson PROPOSED that the statement of Receipts and Payments made since the last Meeting of the Council (Report No. 604 - filed in Minute Book) be received and approved, and the invoices listed at paragraph 3 be paid together with the two further accounts listed below:

Open Spaces Society – Annual subscription  -                                                 £30 . 00

Mackellar Schwedt – Pavilion Project Managers’s Fee – 1st. installment      £9870 . 00 (Inc £1470 This amount to be re-claimed from BLF Development Grant and Customs & Excise.              VAT)

Councillor Rowland SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                                               (Action Clerk)
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35
     FINANCE  (Continued)

             35.2    Parish Council Web Site
    RECEIVED the Webmaster’s reports for May and June 2008 (Nos. 605 a & b – filed in Minute      

 Book) RESOLVED that his rendered account of £30 be paid.                                (Action Clerk)

  35.3    Traffic Calming   (Minute 27.2 refers)

35.3.1   RESOLVED unanimously to confirm additional expenditure up to a maximum of £1,800 for the next stage of the Traffic Calming Scheme.   (A proposal to commit these funds was proposed and seconded at the Special Meeting held on 9th. June and consideration was then deferred under the provisions of Standing Order No. 39)

35.3.2   RESOLVED  unanimously to confirm further additional expenditure up to a maximum of £3,200 (if necessary) for the next stage of the Traffic Calming Scheme.   (A proposal to commit these funds (if necessary) was proposed and seconded at the Special Meeting held on 9th. June and consideration was then deferred under the provisions  of Standing Order No. 39)

35.3.3    RESOLVED unanimously to confirm that up to £5,000 be vired  from Accumulated Fund No. 2 to meet the expenditure proposed at 9.3.1 and 9.3.2 above.  (A proposal to vire these funds (if necessary) was proposed and seconded at the Special Meeting held on 9th. June and consideration was then deferred under the provisions  of Standing Order No. 39)

35.4   Internal Audit of Accounts for financial year 2007/2008

RECEIVED the report of Mr. K. Haynes the Council’s Internal Auditor (No. 607 – filed in    

Minute Book)

36              TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

   36.1   Planning Applications
RECEIVED a schedule (Appendix A - filed in Minute Book) of planning decisions made by the  Lewes District Council, and comments made by the Clerk since the last Meeting, in relation to outstanding Planning Applications, under the Council's adopted procedure.

                  36.2   Bunding of Access Track on  Newmarket Hill

 NOTED that the District Council’s Planning Enforcement Officer is satisfied that there has   

 been no breach of Planning Control following the refusal of the District Council to grant 

 Planning Permission for such bunding at LW05/1147.

37             PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY   

                 Fox Twitten    (Minute 11.3 refers)
    Councillor Rowland PROPOSED that the quotation from Mr. P. Byrne, in the sum of £180 in  

    respect of  trimming back the vegetation to allow  an unobstructed height of 11 feet to facilitate 

    the use of the twitten by equestrians be accepted.                                                (Action Clerk)
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38             THE GREEN
                 38.1   Proposed Additional Play Equipment     (Minute 106 refers)
RESOLVED to seek volunteers to form  a Working Party to further this project by means 

of public notices on the Council’s Noticeboards and on the Council’s Web site.    (Action Clerk)
    38.2    Damage to Safety Surfacing

38.2.1 RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk to arrange for necessary repair works to be put in 

hand subject to a maximum cost not exceeding £3,000.  (Quotations have been requested from Wicksteed Leisure, whose quotation should reflect the fact that their guarantee in relation to the wetpour surfacing following their redevelopment of the Play Area in August 2004 still has 

    12 months to run; and Happy Landings Ltd.)                                                        (Action Clerk)
38.2.2 Councillor Rowland PROPOSED that the Clerk be authorised to arrange additional Insurance cover, commencing with the renewal of the Council’s policy in August, 2008, to the value of £10,000 in relation to the Wet Pour surfacing at a cost not exceeding £100 per annum + IP tax.                                                                                     (Action Clerk)

39             ST. PANCRAS GREEN
                 39.1   Proposed New Pavilion 
    39.1.1    RESOLVED to post the Council’s BLF Stage 1 application on the Council’s Web site
                 except those parts which are confidential including details of the Council’s Bank Accounts.

                                                                                                             (Action Chairman & Clerk)
39.1.2 Charitable Trust and Lease of Land.

                  RECEIVED The Clerk’s report (No. 610 – filed in Minute Book)

Councillor Rowland PROPOSED that:

1. Mr. Roger Taylor of Hedleys (Solicitors) be appointed to prepare a Charitable Trust deed and Lease document as set out in the report and to advise the Council generally  in relation thereto;

2 Arrangements be made to hold a further Special Meeting of the Council on Monday 11th. August, 2008 with a view to approving and adopting the Trust and Lease documentation; and the Business and Management Plan;  (Apologies tendered by Councillor Mrs. Jefferson and Councillor Manifold) and 

3    The Trust and Lease documentation be submitted to the Big Lottery Fund and to Viridor/Entrust for approval and the Trust Deed to the Charity Commissioners for Registration.

     Councillor Mrs. Jefferson SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was     

     CARRIED  unanimously.                                                                                     (Action  Clerk)

39.1.3 Letter from Parish Hall Committee

RECEIVED letter dated 6th. July, 2008 from the Secretary of the Parish Hall Committee advising that the Committee is neutral in the question of the re-development of the Pavilion but does have concerns about the potential competition between the two facilities for bookings.   Attention was drawn to the Chairman’s e-mail in April.                  
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39             ST. PANCRAS GREEN   (Continued)

                 39.1   Proposed New Pavilion  (Continued)

39.1.4 Briefing Meeting with User Groups etc.

                  RECEIVED letter from the Parish Plan Steering Group suggesting that a “Building Group” be  

                  set up comprising User Groups and other interested parties to discuss requirements, uses and 

                  funding etc.   The letter included a list of suggested  Groups.

                  RESOLVED that a Briefing meeting be arranged with potential User Groups, Mr. Martin Lee, 

                  and Parish Plan Steering Group on Friday 25th. July, 2008 to consult on potential uses

and to discuss future management and funding of the facility.                     (Action Chairman)
                 39.1.5    Proposed installation of Solar Panels
                 RESOLVED to accept the Project Manager/Architect’s advice that Solar Panels be not 

                 included in the project having regard to the likely very limited demand for hot water.

                                                                                                                            (Action Clerk)
                 39.1.6    Asbestos Management Plan

RESOLVED  to APPROVE the action taken by the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman in promulgating the Council’s Asbestos Management Plan(Appendix D(i) – filed in Minute Book) and in placing notices (Appendix D(ii) - filed in Minute Book ) at the entrances to the building.  (Note: Copies of the appendices have been sent to the Emergency Services)

                  39.2    Trees       (Minute 125.1 refers)

39.2.1    RECIEVED the Survey Report (No. 606 e-mailed to Members on  16th. May, 2008 – and now filed in Minute Book) by R.W. Green Ltd. in relation to the trees around and on St. Pancras Green 

39.2.2   NOTED that the trees numbered 57 to 100 are situated on land owned by Mrs. Madden and RESOLVED to refer that section of the report to her, and recommend that the urgent works to trees annotated in red  be carried out within a period of 6 months as recommended in the report and that the other less urgent works be carried out as recommended in the report.                                                                                   (Action Clerk)
39.2.3 NOTED that maintenance of the trees on land owned by the Parochial Church Council   

is the responsibility of the Parish Council whilst that land forms part of St. Pancras Green.

39.2.4 Councillor Mrs. Jefferson PROPOSED that tenders be invited in respect of the urgent works to trees annotated in red which the report recommends be carried out within a period of 6 months and in relation to the trees annotated in Amber which the report recommends be carried out within a period of 6 to 18 months.                                                        

     Councillor Manifold SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED    

     unanimously.                                                                                                        (Action  Clerk)

39.2.5    RESOLVED to defer further action in respect of the trees annotated in Green for a period of 24 months as recommended in the report 
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40              VERGES IN THE AVENUE             
                  40.1    Residents’ Planting

                  RESOLVED that the Clerk notify residents who have planted parts of the verges  that those 

                  verges are owned by the Parish Council and unless permission was originally granted for the  

                  planting such works are unauthorised.                                                              (Action  Clerk)

       40.2   Trees

       Councillor Manifold PROPOSED that a survey be carried out of the trees on the verges in The 

       Avenue with a view to assessing their condition, health and need for works to make them safe, 

       at a cost not excceding £200.

     Councillor  Rowland SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED        

     unanimously.                                                                                                         (Action  Clerk)

41              FINGERPOST SIGN AT JUNCTION THE STREET AND ASHCOMBE/WELLGREEN LANES
                  RESOLVED to make representations to the County Council’s Network Manager - West Area 

                  seeking to secure necessary remedial works to this sign which is listing, loose in the ground    

     and in serious need of repainting.                                                                       (Action  Clerk)

42              AFFORDABLE HOUSING

RESOLVED to nominate Councillor Mrs. Jeffery  to attend the Annual Conference of the                

Sussex Rural Affordable Housing Partnership which is to be held on Thursday 25th. September at the Adastra Hall, Hassocks from 9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. to be followed by a buffet lunch and to meet Councillor Mrs. Jeffery’s reasonable expenses in attending. 

                                                                                                                   (Action  RJP & Clerk)

43              LOCAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE all, Hassocksfrom 9.30 a.m. to 1from

       RESOLVED that no nomination be made in relation to the representation of Town and Parish 

       Councils on the Local Standards Committee.

44              QUALITY STATUS

                  RESOLVED to DEFER Councillor Rowland’s proposal that the Parish Council seek Quality 

     Status within the next 12 months, to the meeting to be held in September.      (Action  Clerk)

45              PUBLIC TRANSPORT

                  RECEIVED Councillor Mrs. Jeffery’s report (No. 608 – filed in Minute Book)

                  RESOLVED to thank Mr. Killick of the County Council’s Transport & Environment Directorate

       for consulting the Parish Council on the proposed changes to local bus services (wef 28th.   

       July) and securing the continuation of the 16.20 bus from Lewes to Kingston and the return 

 journey at 16.32.                                                                                   (Action  RJP & Clerk)

       RESOLVED to publicise new services between Lewes and Asda in Hollingbury; and service 

       124 between Lewes and Eastbourne, via Newhaven & Seaford by means of the Web Sites 

       and notices posted on the Council’s Noticeboards.                                (Action  RJP & Clerk)
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46              EDF-SOUTH EASTERN REGION – PROPOSAL TO UNDERGROUND EXISTING

            OVERHEAD  ELECTRICITY LINES AT LEWES BROOKS. 

 RESOLVED to advise the South Downs Joint Committee that the Parish Council welcomes  

      and enthusiastically supports these proposals of EDF.                                   (Action  Clerk)

47                NALC CONFERENCE, EASTBOURNE - 20TH/22ND MAY, 2008.
                  RECEIVED a brief verbal report from Councillor Mrs. Jeffery.

48              OUTSIDE BODIES

                  RECEIVED Minutes of the Kingston Village Action Plan Steering Group meeting held on 24th. 

                  April (Appendix B) and the Lewes District Association of Local Councils  meeting held on 7th. 

                  May (Appendix C).   (Both appendices are filed in Minute Book)

49              CLOSE    
                  The Meeting closed at 22.30 hours.

11th. August, 2008





Signed……………………………..

                                                                                                        Chairman

PLEASE NOTE:  Reports for the next Meeting of the Parish Council should be submitted on or before Friday 8th. August, 2008

