Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman: Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.)

(www. Kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Parish Hall, The Street, Kingston on  Monday 13th. November, 2006 commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

PRESENT:   Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.  (Chairman), Councillor S. Flowers, Councillor Mrs. R. Jeffery,  and Councillor Mrs. C. Worth.

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr. D. Manifold and Mr. D.F. Jarman (Clerk to the Council) 

65         APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs. Shepherd

66        MINUTES 

Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23rd. October. 2006, having been previously circulated, be taken as read, and be APPROVED as a correct record of the proceedings of that Meeting.     

Councillor  Mrs. Worth  SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                         (The Minutes were signed accordingly.)

67         MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

             There were no matters arising.

68         CASUAL VACANCY

 Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that Mr. D. Manifold be co-opted to fill the vacancy   

 created by the resignation of former Councillor Strong
 Councillor  Mrs. Worth  SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was  

 CARRIED unanimously.  

 Councillor Manifold was then invited to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and  

 thereafter he took his place  at the Council table.                                     
69         PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE  

RECEIVED the reports of Gavin Wraith, the  Council’s Web Master, for July and August (No. 530 a & b – filed in Minute Book) 

Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that his rendered account of £20 . 00p be paid.

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                               (Action Clerk)
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70        FINANCE 

            70.1     Receipts and Payments
Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that the bi-monthly Financial Statement (Report No. 531(Revised) - filed in Minute Book) be APPROVED and invoices listed in section 3,  be paid:

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                 (Action Clerk)

            70.2   Bank Mandate

RESOLVED that:

1.  The Council cancel the Council’s existing mandates to the Bank (except in relation to cheques and other instructions given before the Bank receives this resolution);

2.  The Council accept the terms of the Barclays Customer Agreement and confirm such acceptance to the Bank by completing the Bank’s form of Appointment of Bankers;

3.  The Council authorise any two of the three individuals named hereunder (authorised persons),

Viz: Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland, Councillor Mrs. R. Jeffery and Councillor S. Flowers (Members named in existing Mandate: Councillors Mrs. Rowland, Mrs. Jeffery and Councillor Lambert)

in accordance with Section 3 to:

(a)
enter into any other agreements with the Bank (including banking facility agreements and indemnities) which they consider to be in the interests of the Council from time-to-time: and

(b)
give instructions concerning the operation of the Council’s bank accounts and otherwise communicate with the Bank in each case in writing or verbally, in accordance with the Customer Agreement; and

(c)
register the Council for the Bank’s computer and telephone banking services.

The Councillors noted that if the Council has registered for the Bank’s computer and telephone banking services, any of the authorised person(s) acting in accordance with the current approval processes for the services would be responsible for amending the Council’s ‘customer profile’ which (among other things) determines:

(a)
the accounts that can be accessed by computer or telephone;

(b)
security procedures and the number of individuals required to approve each instruction issued to the Bank (approval processes);

(c)
the individuals (‘Users’) allowed to use the service for making payments and other purposes (within any specified limits).

The Councillors also noted that the Bank is entitled to act on all instructions given by a User in accordance with the correct security procedures until the Council notifies the appropriate computer or telephone banking service that the User is no longer authorised to act for it.                                                                                            (Action SF & Clerk)
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70        FINANCE (Continued)

70.3   Applications for Financial Assistance

            Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that  the applications from Anchor Staying Put (in the 

            sum of £25) and the Sussex Playing Fields Association (in the sum of £15) be APROVED  

            but the application by Homecall (for the visually impaired)be DENIED.

Councillor Mrs. Worth SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                 (Action Clerk)

            70.4   Half Yearly Accounts, Budget and Draft Revenue

70.4.1 RECEIVED the Clerk’s report  (No. 527 - filed in Minute Book) and appendices a,  

b, c, & d                                                                   

70.4.2 Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the Half Yearly Accounts (appendices a and  c) be APPROVED.  

Councillor Flowers SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.
            70.4.3   Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that  the estimates and budget (appendix b) be    

            APPROVED and the Council’s precept for the financial year  2007/08 be set at £20,000.

            This sum being made up as follows:

	Details
	     £
	Notes

	Precept required (see report 527 – table 2)
	12,825
	

	Increase SALC subscription
	140
	Increase only recently notified

	Grant for Repair of church lychgate
	200
	

	Tree works St. Pancras Green (increase)
	500
	Incl. Trees around tennis courts

	Removal of berberis hedge 
	100
	Adj. Tennis courts

	Installation of additional dog bin
	520
	£250 purchase & inst. Of bin

£270 p.a emptying charge

	 Traffic Calming
	5,000
	Consultants’ fees etc.


Councillor Mrs. Jeffery SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                 (Action Clerk)

70.4.3 RESOLVED to approve the District Council’s proposed arrangements for  the 

payment of the precept.                                                                                 (Action Clerk)

            70.5      Forthcoming Meetings

            70.5.1   NALC Shaping Communities Conference -  13th. February, 2007

            RESOLVED to nominate the Chairman to attend this Conference and to authorize the  

            Payment of the Conference Fee of £129 . 25 (incl. VAT) and the Chairman’s traveling  

and other reasonable expenses arising from her attendance.        (Action JR & Clerk)
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70        FINANCE (Continued)

            70.5      Forthcoming Meetings (Continued)

            70.5.2   South Downs Advisory Forum Annual Meeting – 1st. December, 2006
            RESOLVED to nominate the Chairman to attend this Meeting and to authorize the 

            Payment of traveling  and other reasonable expenses arising from her attendance.

                                                                                                      (Action JR & Clerk)

70.5.3 Lewes District Assoc. of  Parish & Town Councils - Annual General Meeting – 6th. December, 2006.

            RESOLVED to nominate the Chairman to attend this Meeting and to authorize the 

            Payment of traveling  and other reasonable expenses arising from her attendance.

                                                                                                      (Action JR & Clerk)

            70.6    External Auditor’s Report            

            RECEIVED the report of the External Auditor in relation to the Council’s  accounts for the    

            financial year 2005/06 as follows:

            “On the basis of our review, in our opinion the information contained 

in the Annual Return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”

             One matter, not affecting their decision is drawn to the Council’s attention:

“All Council owned assets should be recorded in an asset register with an appropriate valuation (e.g. cost, insurance value, or nominal £1 for each Community Asset) and the value should be shown in the Return (Section 1, Box 9)”   (A nominal value of £5 for the 5 assets is shown)

71        TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

71.1   Planning Applications
RECEIVED a schedule (Appendix A - filed in Minute Book) of planning decisions made by the  Lewes District Council, and comments made by the Clerk since the last Meeting, in relation to outstanding Planning Applications, under the Council's adopted procedure.                                                                                                        
71.3  ESCC Depot, Wellgreen Lane

             RESOLVED not to make representations to the County Council regarding the metal  

             container  which has now been installed adjacent to the existing container for the 

             purpose of storing tools and equipment.
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71         TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (Continued)

71.2    Planning Appeal

RESOLVED that it is unnecessary to submit further written representations in relation to the undermentioned appeal
LW/06/0536  -  PLANNING APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF USE OF LAND AT REAR OF BUILDING PLOT ADJOINING WELLGREEN LODGE, WELLGREEN LANE, FROM AGRICULTURAL TO RESIDENTIAL FOR MR. D.M. REED-FELSTEAD.

The Parish Council objected to the grant of Planning Permission  as the land in question is outside the Village Planning Boundary as indicated on the Lewes District Local Plan and the proposals would therefore have the effect of extending the village limits into open countryside to the detriment of the appearance and character of that open countryside and the Sussex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.   The proposals conflict with Local Plan policies RES 6 and CT1. The proposals would also create an unacceptable precedent for other  similar  developments

             RESOLVED that the District Council be advised that the change of use has already been 

 implemented and request that appropriate enforcement action be taken.    (Action Clerk)

71.4 Local Development Framework Core Strategy Options

RESOLVED to approve the action of the Chairman in making representations (Appendix C – filed in Minute Book) on behalf of the Parish Council in respect of the consultation document published by LDC. 

             71.5   Leader of the Planning Advisory Group
             The appointment of a Leader of the Planning Advisory Group was DEFERRED and it    

             was RESOLVED that the  Chairman would continue to oversee the formulation of the 

 Parish Council’s views on Planning Applications for the time being. (Action JR & Clerk)

72        THE GREEN  
72.1    Access Gates at rear of The Juggs and adjacent to churchyard
             RESOLVED to obtain quotations for the replacement of these gates  with gates that are     

             suitable for use by the disabled and, in relation to the gate adjacent to the churchyard is   

             suitable for use by horse riders; and to surface the area in the Juggs car park adjacent to 

             the gate onto the Green; following receipt of the owners’ permission to carry out this              

             work.                                                                                                              

             Councillor Mrs. Jeffery SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was 

             CARRIED unanimously.                                                                              (Action Clerk)
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72        THE GREEN (Continued)

             72.2    Additional Seating
 RESOLVED to authorise the purchase of one picnic bench. (Action Clerk)

             72.3    Childrens’ Play Area

72.3.1 RECEIVED  the response of  Wicksteed Leisure Ltd (Appendix B – filed in    

Minute Book) in connection with the condition of the safety surfacing (raised in the annual safety inspection) and the Chairman’s report (No. 532 – filed in  Minute Book)  following a general inspection. 

72.3.2   RESOLVED to seek the advice and a quotation from Happy Landings Ltd with regard to necessary works; and in consultation with the Chairman, the Clerk be authorized to have this work put in hand.                                                     (Action Clerk)

72.3.3  RESOLVED that the Chairman assume responsibility for the Children’s Play Area in the immediate future, until alternative arrangements can be made.              (Action RJ)

73         ST PANCRAS GREEN

            73.1    Kingston Village Football Club                                                                               
            RESOLVED that the Club be permitted to use the football pitch again during the season  

            2006/07 on the terms and conditions previously set out.                              (Action Clerk)

             73.2   RVRC – Youth Shelter  (Minute 30 refers)

             Councillor Flowers PROPOSED, having regard to the urgent need to   replace the 

             existing pavilion, that the Council do not proceed with the purchase and construction of 

             a youth shelter, but that provision be made within the proposal to meet the needs of 

        each and every section of the parish population, and that the application for grant  from 

        Viridor be withdrawn and the grant received from Awards for All be returned
Councillor Mrs. Worth SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                 (Action Clerk)

            73.3    Pavilion 
            NOTED that the pavilion has been secured and closed until further notice for safety  

            reasons.

            RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to investigate the appointment of consultant(s)

            to carry out necessary risk assessments at a maximum cost to the Parish Council of 

            £500.   Village organisations be requested to meet any costs which may arise above this 

 limit.                                                                                                               (Action Clerk)
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73         ST PANCRAS GREEN (Continued)

            73.4    Proposed planting of Memorial Tree

            RESOLVED to approve in principle the application of Mrs. Joyce Taylor to plant a Prunus   

            Padus or Prunus Wateri (Bird Cherry) tree on St Pancras Green in memory of her late   

            husband Dr. Roger Taylor.   A 4 to 5 feet specimen is preferred and precise details of its    

            siting and method of planting and staking to be agreed.                               (Action Clerk)

74        PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE FACILITY AT NEWHAVEN
             Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that the action of the Clerk, taken in consultation with              

             the  Chairman viz: to refuse to release to Professor Chatwin, the Chairman of DOVE  

             2000 Ltd., the legal advice received from NALC in relation to the application for funding  

             be APPROVED.

             Councillor Mrs. Jeffery SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was 

             CARRIED unanimously.                                                                              

75        HIGHWAYS

            75.1  Possible flooding in Wellgreen Lane

              RESOLVED to make representations to the Local Highway Authority aimed at their taking           

           action to avoid additional potential flooding problems following the recent raising of the   

           level of the red tarmac strip across the road.(The Chairman Declared an Interest in this  

           matter and took no part in the discussion; Vice Chairman took the Chair)     (Action Clerk)

            75.2   Width Restriction and 30 m.p.h Speed limit
RESOLVED to make representations to the Sussex Police in response to the request from the Traffic Calming Group (a sub-group of the Parish Plan Steering Group) with a view to seeking enforcement of the current width restriction and speed limit on the C.324 road and to authorise the publication of an article in Kingston News advising residents that if drivers are seen contravening these restrictions, particularly the width restriction, they should be reported to the Police.                                                          (Action Clerk)

75.3    30 m.p.h Speed limit
NOTED that the 30 m.p.h speed limit in Wellgreen Lane has now been extended to its junction with the C.7.

75.4   Traffic Calming Scheme for C.324

             75.4.1   RECEIVED the Chairman’s report (No. 535 – filed in the Minute Book).

75.4.2  NOTED that the Chairman and Councillor  Mrs. Jeffery are to  meet Mr. G.Heard       

of  Peter Brett Associates, the Consulting Engineers who drew up the scheme in 2003, 

             informally in the near future to discuss the possible updating and upgrading of that 

             scheme and  progressing to the next stage in the procedure.               (Action JR & RPJ)

75.4.3 The appointment of Consulting Engineers was DEFERRED

             Note:  Funds have been included in next years budget to facilitate this (See para. 70.4.3    

             Above).  This meeting will not be charged to the Parish Council and there will be no      

             obligation on the Council’s part to continue with PBA.

- 8 of 8 -

75         HIGHWAYS (Continued) 

75.5     Speed Indication Device (SID)

             RESOLVED to arrange for the use of the RVRC SID in Kingston for 4 sessions at a cost 

             not exceeding £200; subject to their being sufficient volunteers willing to undertake the 

 necessary training and to man the Device.                                                 (Action Clerk)

76         PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

            RECEIVED the report (No. 536–filed in Minute Book) of Mr P. Taylor, the former Warden.

            RESOLVED to request the East Sussex County Council to carry out necessary remedial   

works to Public Paths 1, 2, 6, 10 & 17.                                                          (Action Clerk)

            RESOLVED to invite Mrs. Sheila Stevens to take over the functions of the Rights of Way   

Warden.                                                                                                         (Action Clerk)

77        REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORTS

            RECEIVED the following reports, copies of which are filed in the Minute Book:

77.1  Councillor Mrs. Jeffery’s report (No. 526) in relation to an LDC  meeting on 14th. September, 2006 regarding the forthcoming Conservation Areas Appraisal.

77.2   Councillor Mrs. Jeffery’s report (No. 528) in relation to a meeting of Rural Voices Rural Choices held on 25th. September, 2006. (Official notes of meeting also included)

77.3  Councillor Mrs. Rowland’s report (No. 529)  in  relation to  the LDC conference for Parish & Town Councils.

77.4  Councillor Mrs. Jeffery’s report (No. 533)  in  relation to  a meeting regarding the proposed new  “Community and Regional   Planning Services”
78         EAST SUSSEX FIRE AUTHORITY

             RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk, in consultation with Councillor Mrs. Jeffery, to  

             respond to the Authority’s consultation document “5 Year Risk Management Plan                      

             2007/08 to 2011/12 on behalf of the Council. (Closing date 21st. December, 2006)

                                                                                                 (Action RPJ & Clerk)

79         NEXT MEETING  

             NOTED that the next meeting will be held on Monday 9th.  January, 2007.

80         CLOSE  

The Meeting closed at 11 p.m.

9th. January, 2007

                                      Signed..........................................









       Chairman of the Council.

            PLEASE NOTE    Reports for the next Meeting of the Parish Council should be 
        

                    submitted to the Clerk on or before 18th. December, 2006.
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