Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman: Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.)

(www. Kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Parish Hall, The Street, Kingston on  Monday 11th. September, 2006 commencing at 8.00 p.m. following the public session.

PRESENT:   Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.  (Chairman), Councillor S. Flowers, Councillor Mrs. R. Jeffery,  Councillor B. Lambert, Councillor Mrs. S. Shepherd and Councillor A. Strong.

IN ATTENDANCE:   Professor C. Chatwin,  Councillor John Stevens (Chairman of SALC) and Mr. D.F. Jarman (Clerk to the Council) 

39         APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Lambert

40        MINUTES 

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10th. July, 2006, having been previously circulated, be taken as read, and be APPROVED as a correct record of the proceedings of that Meeting.     

Councillor  Mrs. Rowland  SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                         (The Minutes were signed accordingly.)

41         MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Minute 116 (Meeting 13th. March, 2006) – NOTED that the Local Highway Authority has agreed to reduce the requirement for Public Liability Insurance to £5m (a sum already covered by the Council’s Insurance policy).   

RESOLVED  that the Clerk be authorised to approve the revised conditions, once confirmed.                                                                                                       (Action Clerk )
 Minute 26.2  - NOTED that the County Council’s Director of Transport has stated  that the classification of the C.324 road as an ”intra rural road” will have no bearing on any future request, or County Council proposals, for traffic calming, either on the securing of funding or obtaining the necessary consents.  The classification can, however have an impact upon the future level of maintenance that the road will receive; safety inspections could potentially be undertaken less frequently and the  maintenance standard will be lower.

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that representations be made to the County Council with a view to having the road reclassified as a “Village Road” having regard to the fact that part of the road is affected by a width restriction and it is not therefore available to all types of traffic. 

Councillor Mrs. Shepherd SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)

             Minute 29.1.1 -  NOTED that the only information held by Land Registry in this location   

            relates to the Roundhouse (owned by Sussex Heritage  Trust) and certain highway land  

            owned by the Ministry of Transport.

             RESOLVED that further action be DEFERED pending receipt of further information.
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41         MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (Continued)

Minute 34 – The Forestry Commission has stated that the  development of the improved register is taking longer than anticipated and in the meantime therefore the current situation will remain unchanged.

42         CASUAL VACANCIES

 42.1   RESOLVED to defer filling the vacancy to enable the two volunteers to be  interviewed.

42.2 Councillor Strong tendered his resignation from the Council and left the meeting.

42.3    RESOLVED to declare a further vacancy.  (Action Clerk)

42.4   RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. Rowland take the place of Councillor Strong on the Pavilion  Working Party; and it is hoped that Councillor Lambert will take over his responsibility for the Childrens’ Play Area.

43         PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE  

RECEIVED the reports of Gavin Wraith, the  Council’s Web Master, for July and August (No. 520 a & b – filed in Minute Book) 

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that his rendered account of £25 . 00p be paid.

Councillor Flowers SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)

44        FINANCE 

            44.1     Receipts and Payments
Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the bi-monthly Financial Statement (Report No. 521(Revised) - filed in Minute Book) be APPROVED and invoices listed in section 3,  be paid:

Councillor Mrs. Shepherd SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)

44.2   Applications for Financial Assistance

            RESOLVED that the application from Marina Voikhanskaya, submitted through the   

            Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) for sponsorship for her  500 mile cycle ride to  

            highlight the threats to the countryside inherent in the Draft East of England and South 

            East Plans be DENIED.
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44        FINANCE (Continued)

           44.3    SALC & AiRS AGM’s – 12th. October, 2006

            Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that the payment for lunches (£15.50 per head) together  

            with travelling and other allowable expenses of  the  Council’s representatives (the 

            Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Jeffery) be paid. 

Councillor Mrs. Shepherd SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)

44.4    The Basil Cracknell Memorial Fund

The Chairman PROPOSED that the Fund be invited to submit an application to the Parish Council for financial assistance to facilitate its work with the young people  of the village and that the Clerk be authorised to make a payment of £250 upon receipt of that application.

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)

 44.5    In memory of Prof. Roger Taylor and Mr. Charles Cooper
RESOLVED to defer the purchase of a package of digitised historical   maps  (including the Enclosure Award and the pre-enclosure Field  System) from the County Council’s Archives as advice available suggests that the maps are copyright and posting on the web site will not therefore be possible.
44.6   Budget for financial year 2007/08

RESOLVED to ask village organisations to submit proposals for inclusion in next years  

budget as was done last year and also individual residents, by means of an announcement in Kingston News   (NB. The budget will be considered and the precept set  for 2006/07 at the next meeting)                                                                      (Action Clerk)

44.7   Parish Hall Charges

            NOTED that w.e.f. 1st. September, 2006 the cost of hiring the Hall is to be increased  from    

            £22 to £22 . 60p. per session.

45        TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

45.1   Planning Applications
RECEIVED a schedule (Appendix A - filed in Minute Book) of planning decisions made by the  Lewes District Council, and comments made by the Clerk since the last Meeting, in relation to outstanding Planning Applications, under the Council's adopted procedure.                                                                                                        
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45      TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (Continued)

45.2    Planning Appeals

RESOLVED that it is unnecessary for a Member to be nominated to give evidence at the Informal Hearing or to submit further written representations in relation to the undermentioned appeals. (See appendix B filed in the Minute Book, which sets out the Councils original comments, which are closely reflected in the District Council’s reasons for refusal.)

· LW/05/2276 - Conversion and extension of a garage to form a residential dwelling at the Pump House, Kingston Ridge for Mrs. Millis
· LW/06/0243 - Conversion of existing stables into one bedroom dwelling at the Pumphouse, Kingston Ridge for Mrs. Millis
             45.3    Partial Review of  South East Plan  - Provision for Gypsy & Traveller Caravan Sites
RESOLVED that the Clerk in consultation with Councillor Lambert be authorised to submit representations on the South East England Regional Assembly’s Partial Review on behalf of the Parish Council.    (Closing date 13th. October, 2006)                   (Action BL & Clerk)

45.4 East Sussex Waste Management Strategy

RESOLVED that the Clerk in consultation with Councillor Lambert be authorised to submit representations to the County Council’s consultants on the East Sussex Waste Management Strategy on behalf of the Parish Council.   (Closing date 15th. October, 2006)                                        

                                                                                                              (Action BL & Clerk)

45.5  ESCC Depot, Wellgreen Lane

            NOTED that a metal container  has now been installed adjacent to the existing container   

            for the purpose of storing tools and equipment.

            RESOLVED to defer the making of representations to the County Council.

46         ST PANCRAS GREEN/THE GREEN  
             46.1   Proposed new seating (Min 82.1.2)
RESOLVED to defer the purchase of additional seating for St.Pancras Green/The Green In order to seek the support of Shepherd Neame in acquiring two picnic benches similar to those sited in the garden area at The Juggs for siting on The Green.            (Action Clerk)

46.2    Access Gates at rear of The Juggs and adjacent to churchyard
             RESOLVED to discuss these existing gates with the District Council Access Officer

  with a view to ensuring that they are suitable for use by the disabled.  (Action Clerk)

            46.3   RVRC – Youth Shelter  at St. Pancras Green   (Minute 30 refers)

            NOTED that application has now been made to Awards for All for match funding.         
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47        PARISH ACTION PLAN   (Minute 26.3 refers)

            Steering Group

RECEIVED the minutes of the Steering Group Meeting (Appendix C –  filed in     

            Minutebook)  relating to Traffic Calming, held on 21st. August, 2006.

            RESOLVED to urge the County Council to re-arrange the next meeting of LAT as no  

            invitation was received nor notification given until it was too late to arrange representation               

by this Council.                                                                                              (Action Clerk)

48        COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965

            NOTED that the Commons Act 2006 received Royal Assent on 19th. July, 2006 and 

            accordingly the application for the registration of the  land at Snednore as a New Village 

            Green has now been submitted to the County Council and the applications in respect of St. 

            Pancras Green and The Green have been re-submitted.

49         PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE FACILITY AT NEWHAVEN (Minute 33 refers)

             RECEIVED the Clerk’s amended report (No. 512 – filed in Minute Book) in relation to the   

             appeal  made by Mr. C. Chatwin, the Chairman of Defenders of the Ouse Valley and 

             Estuary  (DOVE) for financial support for the campaign in opposition to this facility.
RESOLVED, having regard to legal advice obtained from the National Association, to very regretfully DENY the application.

The Council sympathise with the aims and aspirations of DOVE, having objected strongly at each stage, to the establishment of such a facility at Newhaven, and urge residents  voluntarily and individually to give financial support to DOVE.

50        SOUTH DOWNS JOINT COMMITTEE

            RESOLVED not to nominate anyone to serve on the Joint Committee.

51        PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – CHURCH LANE – BRIDLEWAY NO.6

     Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that road marking and lettering be placed at the western    

     end of Church Lane to ensure, as far as practicable, that the bridleway is not obstructed by 

     parked vehicles, and to seek the advice of the County Council as to its size and form and    

     seek a quotation from the County Council for the carrying out of the work.   (Action Clerk)

Councillor Mrs. Shepherd SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  

52       EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES POLICY

    Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the new policy set out in the Clerk’s report (No. 

    525 – filed in Minute  Book) be adopted.

           Councillor Flowers SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was   

           CARRIED unanimously.   The document was signed by the Chairman accordingly.                                                                               
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53       REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORTS

           RECEIVED the following reports, copies of which are filed in the Minute Book:

· Councillor Lambert’s report (No. 523) in  relation to the AiRS seminar he attended on “Affordable Housing” on 26th.  June, 2006.

· Councillor Mrs. Jeffery’s report (No. 524) In relation to the SALC meeting she attended on 7th. June, 2006.

54       FORTHCOMMING MEETINGS

54.1 RESOLVED that Councillors Mrs. Rowland and Mrs. Jeffery.be nominated to attend                     

the Conference for Town & Parish Councils and Parish Meetings in Lewes District to be held at Plumpton College Business Centre on 6th. October, 2006 organised by LDC & SALC and their travelling and other allowable expenses be paid.                   (Action Clerk)
54.2 RESOLVED that no nominations be made in respect of the CPRE 80th. Anniversary  

Conference  to be held on 24th. November in London; nor the Sussex Police Authority’s public meeting to be held on 4th. October  at Peacehaven.                                     

55       NEXT MEETING  

            NOTED that the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 13th.   

November, 2006.

56         CLOSE  

The Meeting closed at 10.20 p.m.

13th. November, 2006

                                      Signed..........................................









       Chairman of the Council.

            PLEASE NOTE    Reports for the next Meeting of the Parish Council should be 
        

                    submitted to the Clerk on or before 29th. October, 2006.
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