Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman: Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.)

(www. Kingston-lewes-pc.gov.uk)

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Parish Hall, The Street, Kingston on  Monday 13th. March, 2006 commencing at 8.00 p.m. after the period for questions from the public.
PRESENT:   Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.  (Chairman), Councillor S. Flowers and Councillor Mrs. R. Jeffery. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr. Leaney (the Chairman of St. Ann Without Parish Meeting) the local PCSO, 1 resident and Mr. D.F. Jarman (Clerk to the Council) 

105         APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Lambert,  Councillor Mrs. Shepherd and Councillor Strong

106        MINUTES 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 9th. January, 2006, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, and were APPROVED as a correct record of the proceedings of that Meeting.     (The Minutes were signed accordingly.)

107      MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

 There were no matters arising from the Minutes.                            

 108     THE LATE COUNCILLOR B. CRACKNELL

             The Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Jeffery paid warm tribute to the late Councillor    

             Cracknell who had recently died following a short illness, and the Council then   

             proceeded  to DECLARE  a vacancy in order to put in hand the process of bringing     

             the Council back   up to full strength.                                             (Action Clerk)                                                                                    

109
HIGHWAYS

             109.1    Traffic Calming Workin Party    (Minute 97.1 refers)

RECEIVED THE Minutes of the Working Party meeting held on 18th. January, 2006 (Report No 494 – filed in Minute Book)

NOTED that the Working Party, comprising Councillor Mrs. Rowland, Councillor Mrs. Jeffery and Councillor Flowers, is to meet again shortly on a date to be announced.               

                                                                                                          (Action RJ, RPJ, & SF)

109.2    Fatal Road Traffic Accident Memorial – C.7 Road

NOTED that the  memorial situated on the west side of the C.7 road between Wellgreen Lane and Spring Barn Farm,  will shortly be removed
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109
HIGHWAYS (Continued)

109.3   Roadside Verge – Wellgreen Lane - Bollards (Minute 97.2 refers)

RECEIVED notes of a site meeting (Report 493 – filed in Minute Book)  with the County Council’s  Maintenance Manager.

Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that further action in relation to the bollards be DEFERRED until pending building works in this part of Wellgreen Lane has been completed.

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.
             109.4   Highway Verge – Lockitt Way
Mr. Stanley’s suggestion (deferred at last Meeting – Minute 98.2  refers) that the approved number of cuts to the verge    (8 per year) are insufficient to keep the verge tidy throughout the year was considered.

RESOLVED that as the Local Highway Authority are primarily responsible for mowing this roadside verge the position remain as previously approved but that the situation be reviewed from time to time.                                                                             (Action Clerk)                                                                                    

109.5 Speed limit – Wellgreen Lane

RESOLVED that the County Council’s proposal to extend the 30 m.p.h limit from    the existing 30 m.p.h. limit  eastwards to the  junction with the Newhaven Road (C.7)    be welcomed and that the County Council be requested to implement the proposal as soon as possible.                                                                                                    (Action Clerk)                                                                                    

109.6 Village Maintenance Teams

RESOLVED to approve the schedule of minor highway works which can be carried out    by a two man maintenance team as in previous years, prepared by Councillor Lambert (Appendix  C – filed in Minute Book) and to add two further items as follows:

109.6.1   Trim back trees and hedges overhanging the grass margin at the   

               junction of Wellgreen Lane and the C,7, and clear refuse;

109.6.2   Clear elevated footway alongside the C.324 from Juggs Way to railway   

  bridge.                                                                               (Action Clerk)                                                                                    

             109.7    Council owned land adjacent 1. Monkton Way

RESOLVED that the request of Mr. A. Stevenson of 1. Monkton Way that the consent issued by the Council on 2nd. April, 2004 in relation to the temporary use of land  adjacent to his property as a depot during proposed building works be confirmed, be APPROVED subject to the two conditions set out at that time.                                         (Action Clerk)                                                                                    
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110       FINANCE

            110.1    Village Web Site  

RECEIVED the reports of Gavin Wraith, the  Council’s Web Master, for January and February (No. 497 a & b – filed in Minute Book) 

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that his rendered account of £60 . 00p be paid.

Councillor Flowers SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)

             110.2.     Receipts and Payments
Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the bi-monthly Financial Statement (Report No. 498 - filed in Minute Book) be APPROVED and invoices listed in section 3, and the following additional invoices be paid:

Kingston Parish Hall (Rental for meeting 6th. March,2006)      £22 . 00

LDC (Emptying dog bin)




      £79 . 74  (inc. £11 . 88 VAT)

Councillor Flowers SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)

110.3   Applications for Financial Assistance

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the applications of W.R.V.S and The  Friends of Trapp Grounds in the sums of (£20 and £25 respectively) be APPROVED and the application of the Meridian Coast and Downs Mature Citizens Community Forum be DENIED.
Councillor Flowers SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)

111      TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

111.1   Planning Applications
111.1.1    RECEIVED a schedule (Appendix A - filed in Minute Book) of planning decisions made by the  Lewes District Council, and comments made by the Clerk since the last Meeting, in relation to outstanding Planning Applications, under the Council's adopted procedure.                                                                                                        
111.1.2    RESOLVED to raise no objection to the grant of Listed Building Consent in 

relation to the following application:                                                           ( Action Clerk)

LW/06/0196 – LISTED BUILDING APPLICATION FOR THE REMOVAL OF GAS FIRED BOILER WITH CHIMNEY AT MANOR BARN, THE STREET, REPLACE WITH NEW BOILER WITH BALANCED  FLUE,  DEMOLISH CHIMNEY AND REPAIRS TO ROOF FOR MR. J.K. NUTTALL.
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111.1   Planning Applications (Continued)
111.1.2    RESOLVED to object to the grant of planning permission in respect  of the following applications for the reasons stated:                                                  (Action Clerk)

	

	LW/06/0054 - CHANGE OF USE OF LAND TO EQUESTRIAN/FARMING OPERATION INCLUDING THE ERECTION OF STABLES AND TACKROOM BUILDING ON LAND ADJACENT TO BEAUMONT, WELLGREEN LANE FOR MR. D. HAMBROOK


· The site is outside the Village Planning Boundary on the Lewes District Local Plan 

and the development would, if approved, detract from the appearance and character of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty contrary to policy CT1 of the Local Plan. The proposals do not meet the criteria set out in that policy to justify an exception being made to the general policy of restricting development outside the Village Planning Boundary.

· The proposals would have a detrimental effect upon the residential amenities of adjacent properties by reason of the additional traffic generated by the development and the general noise and disturbance likely to be caused by these activities.

· There would be additional traffic hazards caused by both traffic and horse riders emerging onto the busy C.324. The site is not convenient to the bridleway network in and around the village.

· The proposals would be likely to cause additional surface water run-off from the site to adjacent properties and onto the C.324 thereby giving rise to additional flooding in the area

LW/06/0243 - CONVERSION OF EXISTING STABLES AT THE PUMPHOUSE, KINGSTON RIDGE INTO ONE  BEDROOM DWELLING FOR MRS. MILLIS

· The site is outside the Village Planning Boundary on the Lewes District Local Plan and the development would, if approved detract from the appearance and character of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty contrary to policy CT1 of the Local Plan.

· The proposal if permitted would constitute an unsatisfactory form of backland development served by a lengthy and inadequate means of access creating additional traffic hazards and detracting from the amenities of adjacent residential properties by reason of noise and disturbance.

· The details submitted with the application indicate that what is proposed is the demolition and re-building of the structure, its conversion being impracticable.

·    Permission has been refused for similar proposals on a number of occasions   
      in the   past and dismissed on appeal at least once.

       111.2   East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan

       NOTED that the Waste Local Plan was adopted by the Councils on 3rd.March 2006 

       following the decision of the Secretary of State to allow such  adoption.
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111      TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (Continued)

     111.3    Planning Enforcement

            Snack Bar – Adj. Ashcombe Roundabout, A.27

 NOTED that the District Council considers that the snack bar is immune from  enforcement action, as it has been insitu for 10 years or more, and that it is not expedient to take such action in relation to the other developments on adjoining land.

RESOLVED to advise the District Council’s Conservation Officer (copied to English           Heritage – Guildford; County Archeologist, Coun. Commin and Sussex Express) of the Parish Council’s concern and disappointment that the particularly unsightly portaloo is to be allowed to remain in close proximity to the Toll House, a listed building; and the listed building itself is to continue in use for the storage of potentially dangerous gas bottles and other items.

112      ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

            RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting take place on Monday 22nd. May, 2006: 

            arrangements be made to serve wine and light refreshments; and a speaker be sought.

 Details to be announced .                                                         (Action Chairman & Clerk)

113      ST PANCRAS GREEN
            113.1     Pavilion Working Party    (Minute 100.2 refers)
RECEIVED the minutes of the first meeting  (Report 496 – filed in Minute Book) 

RESOLVED that Councillor Flowers replace the late Councillor Cracknell on the Working Party.


            113.2   RVRC – Youth Shelter     (Minute 100.1 refers)

 113.2.1     RECEIVED notes (Report 495 – filed in Minute Book) of a meeting attended by the      Chairman, two young residents  of Kingston, and representatives of AiRS  and RVRC at Priory School, Lewes on 8th. February, 2006

113.2.2   RESOLVED that the 10% contribution required by Viridor towards the cost of the shelter (£1,000) be met by the Parish Council if further financial assistance is not available to meet all or part of this sum.   Efforts be made in the meantime, however to seek further assistance and in this connection representative(s) of the Council will attend the Local Action Team meeting on 6th. April, 2006.                           (Action Chairman RPJ & Clerk)   

113.3   Dog Bin

RESOLVED to raise no objection to the District Council’s proposal to repair or replace, as necessary all damaged or missing dog bins in the District, within 72 hours of notification, at a cost to the Parish Council of £30 to £35 plus the cost of any parts required.                                

                                                                                                                         (Action Clerk) 
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114  THE GREEN

Councillor Flowers PROPOSED that the action of the Clerk in requesting the Lewes District Council to arrange for the Annual Independent Inspection of the Children’s Play Area at an anticipated cost of £48 be APPROVED.
Councillor Mrs. Jeffery SECONDED this motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                                  

115      PARISH ACTION PLAN   (Minute 101 refers)

           115.1   Special Parish Meeting

            RECEIVED the minutes of the Special Parish Meeting (Report 499 –  filed in Minute Book)              

            held at the Parish Hall on 20th. February, 2006.

            115.2    Steering Group

            RECEIVED the Minutes of the Parish Plan Steering Group (Report 500 – filed in Minute 

            Book)   which was held at the Parish Hall on 6th. March, 2006.

116     NOTICEBOARD TO ACCOMMODATE RIGHTS OF WAY MAP

           RECEIVED the Clerk’s report   (No. 501 – Filed in Minute Book) (Minute 101.1 – March     

           2005 refers).

           RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to make application to the District Council for   

            consent under the Town & Country Planning (Control of Advertisement) Regulations, once       

            the permission of the Local Highway Authority has been obtained to site the noticeboard   

            on Highway land at the front of The Juggs, adjacent to the telephone kiosk, at a cost of    

            £132 . 50;  and to place an order for the supply of an appropriate noticeboard and   

            accessories at a cost not exceeding £650.   The plan supplied by the District Council

            was not considered to be adequate and a more appropriate plan be requested.                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                  (Action Clerk)   

117      SNEDNORE, WELLGREEN LANE – GREEN AREAS

      RESOLVED that the District Council be approached to ascertain whether they would be   

             prepared to open negotiations aimed at the possible acquisition by the Parish Council of  

             the open space areas at the front of Snednore, being those areas which the Parish  

             Council has resolved to seek registration as “New Village  Greens under Section 13 of   

             the Commons Registration Act 1965 by the County Council.                     (Action Clerk) 

118      CALOR SUSSEX VILLAGE OF THE YEAR COMPETITION.

             
RESOLVED not to enter the Village in this years competition.
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119        CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU.

         RECEIVED a letter from the Bureau (copied to AiRS and all Parishes in the Lewes  

         District) suggesting that the Lewes rural hinterland should be represented on the Board 

         of the Bureau.

         RESOLVED to support the suggestion and to recommend that the letter be forwarded to 

         the Lewes District Association of Local Councils for appropriate action.      (Action Clerk)   
120         PARISH TREE WARDEN

NOTED that the following names and other details of two volunteers to act as  Parish Tree Warden have been passed to the County Council’s Tree  Warden Scheme

Co-ordinator for action as appropriate:

              Viz:      Stephen Berry, Esq.,   2.    Bramleys,                            

                                Mrs. Dinah. Morgan,  4. Kingston Ridge House, Kingston Ridge
121         NEXT MEETING  

 NOTED that the Annual meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 8th. May,   

 2006

122       CLOSE  

 The Meeting closed at 11.00 p.m.

8th. May, 2006

                                      Signed..........................................









       Chairman of the Council.

            PLEASE NOTE    Reports for the next Meeting of the Parish Council should be 
        

                    submitted to the Clerk on or before 3rd. May, 2006.
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