Kingston Parish Council

(Chairman: Councillor Mrs. J. Rowland.)

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Parish Hall, The Street, Kingston on  Monday 19th. September, 2005 commencing at 7.30 p.m. 
PRESENT:   Councillors Mrs. J. Rowland.  (Chairman), B. Cracknell, Mrs. R. Jeffery, B. Lambert, and A. Strong

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. P. Taylor (Rights of Way Warden), Mr. Simmons (Noticeboards 

Co-ordinater), 1 further resident and Mr. D.F. Jarman (Clerk to the Council) 

43        APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from County Councillor Rogers, and Councillor Mrs. Shepherd.

44        MINUTES 

44.1  RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11th. July, 2005, having been previously circulated, be taken as read, and be signed as a correct record of the proceedings of that Meeting.     (The Minutes were signed accordingly.)

44.2   Minutes of Meeting held on 14th. March, 2005 – Correction.

RESOLVED to correct an error in Minute 98 of the Meeting held on 14th. March, 2005.   Paragraph 1 of the resolution to read as follows: 
“RESOLVED:
That

1) the Clerks Salary be increased w.e.f  Ist. January, 2005 to spinal column point 23; that he receives an additional increment to spinal column point 24 with effect from the 1st. April 2005 and moves to spinal column point 25 (i.e. the maximum point of the scale for job profile one) on the 1st. April 2006, as an annual progression increment, following good performance. 

This provides for an hourly rate of:

(SCP 23) £9.589 x 6 x 52 = £2991.77 p.a (w.e.f  lst. Jan 2005); 

(SCP 24) £9.903 x 6 x 52 = £3089.74 p.a (w.e.f  lst. Apr 2005) and 

             (SCP 25) £10.216 x 6 x 52 = £3187.39p.a (w.e.f  lst. Apr 2006)

             (Note: It is only those parts in bold type which have been amended)

 45       CASUAL VACANCY   

             RECEIVED the resignation of Councillor Ient.   

             RESOLVED that a Vacancy be Declared and the procedure for filling the vacancy

             be put in hand.                                                                                      (Action Clerk)                                                            

             RESOLVED that a Vote of Thanks be Passed to Mr. Ient for his services during his term    

             of office.                                                                                                 (Action Clerk)                                                            
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 46       MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

             Minute 28.3 -  RESOLVED that a further report be presented to the next Meeting with a   

             view to streamlining the procedure for commenting on Planning Applications.
                                                                                                                                   (Action Clerk)

             Minute 39 – RECEIVED a letter from Secretary of the Parish Hall  Trustees stating that 

             no action is proposed at the present time.

             RESOLVED that following enquiries as to the safety requirements, a further approach be    

             made, with an offer of a financial contribution, if appropriate.                       (Action Clerk)                                                            

             Minute 40 – RESOLVED that a reply from the County Council be hastened. (Action Clerk)                                                                                                     

47
HIGHWAYS

47.1 Roadside Verges – Ashcombe Lane & Wellgreen Lane  (Minute 26.1 refers)

RECEIVED letters from District Planning Officer stating that the District Council has no policy in this respect; and from the County Council’s Highways Operations Manager stating that action was not appropriate until all works at the sites have been completed and requesting the Council’s views regarding the possible installation of bollards to preclude the future parking of vehicles.

RESOLVED to seek further information from the Highways Operations Manager and a survey of the condition of verges and kerbs be carried out.    Also the County Council be approached to ascertain whether permission would be granted to permit the Parish Council to plant the land at the junction of C.7 & C324.     (Action JR, BL & Clerk)                                                                                                                                                                       

47.2     Ground works near the Tollgate Roundhouse, Ashcombe Roundabout, A.27

RESOLVED to seek further information as to the person responsible for laying the gravel and on whose authority. (Minute 26.1 refers)                                               (Action Clerk)                                                                                             

47.3   Traffic Calming

            RESOLVED that Councillors Lambert and Mrs. Jeffery form a Working Party to formulate

            initial policies and proposals; and that membership of the Working Party thereafter be     

            expanded as appropriate to further consider these policies and proposals and to make  

            recommendations to the Council.                                              (Action BL & RPJ initially)

48        PUBLIC TRANSPORT

            48.1    RESOLVED   that the County Council be requested to re-instate the Request Bus    

Stop in Southover High Street (near The Swan PH) but that no such request be made in     

             respect of  Wellgreen Lane at this time, but the Clerk be authorised to make this further  

 request if appropriate and necessary in the future.                                       (Action Clerk)                                                                                                                  

48.2  RESOLVED to nominate Councillor Mrs. Jeffery to attend the Inaugural Meeting of the East Sussex Rural Transport Partnership’s South Downs Line Stakeholder’s on 28th. September, 2005 at Cuckmere Room, A.i.R.S , at 10.00 a.m.                   
                                                                                                            (Action RPJ & Clerk)                                                                                                                  
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49        THE JOG SHOP JOG RACE

NOTED that this event will take place this year on Sunday 16th. October, 2005.  The race will not pass through the village but there will be a “drinks station” and first aid vehicle in Kingston.

50        PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

50.1 RECEIVED the report of Mr. Taylor, the Parish Rights of Way Warden, (No. 472 –  

filed in Minute Book).

 RESOLVED that the matters raised in the report be drawn to the attention of the County   

 Council (copied to SDCB and County Councillor Rogers), excluding the comment relating  

 to Footpath 3 (matter now remedied) but including the waymarking of Bridleway No. 17.

            50.2   Proposed designation of new footpath (Minute 101.2 refers)

             RECEIVED the advice of the Ramblers Association (Appendix B – filed in Minute Book)

             RESOLVED that the Council seek to achieve a Licensed Path from the C.7, adjacent to  

             the Wyevale Garden Centre to the Brooks, as previously agreed verbally by the farmer,  

             Mr. Greenwood, but this resolution is without prejudice to the Council’s right to seek 

             designation of the path as a “public right of way” in the future.                  (Action Clerk)                                                                                                                  

51         VILLAGE WEB SITE  

51.1   RECEIVED Gavin Wraith’s reports for July and August (No. 467 a & b – filed in Minute Book)

51.2    RECEIVED the Clerk’s report (No. 474 – filed in Minute Book).

RESOLVED that reports to be presented to Council be posted on the Web site before consideration by Council, at the Clerk’s discretion, subject to it being made clear that at this stage the views expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Council.

52        TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

52.1   Planning Applications
52.1.1   RECEIVED a schedule (Appendix A - filed in Minute Book) of planning decisions made by the  Lewes District Council, and comments made by the Clerk since the last Meeting, in relation to outstanding Planning Applications, under the Council's adopted procedure.

52.1.2    LW/05/0183 – Detached house with integral garage and swimming pool on land    

adjacent to The Bothy, Wellgreen Lane. (Minutes 78.5, 95.1.2 & 12.1.3 refer) 

NOTED that the District Council’s Planning Officer accepts that the steps erected 

at the front of this new development have not been constructed in accord with the approved details, but that he does not consider that the variation justifies the taking of enforcement action.
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52        TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (Continued)

             52.2     ESCC – Statement of Community Involvement – Scoping Consultation

             Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the action of the Clerk in submitting comments   

             to the County Council’s Director of Transport and Environment in relation to this  

             consultation   document  be APPROVED (Appendix C – filed in Minute Book)

             This motion was SECONDED by Councillor Lambert and on being put to the Meeting   

             was CARRIED unanimously.

51.3 Local Development Framework – Draft Core Strategy – Issues and Options.

             RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk in consultation with Councillor Lambert to submit

             comments, on behalf of the Parish Council, to the District Council, in relation to this  

             consultation document.                                                                       (Action BL & Clerk)                                                                                                                  
53         MANAGEMENT OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

             RECEIVED the Clerk’s report (No. 471 – filed in Minute Book)

54         ST PANCRAS GREEN & THE GREEN

             54.1  Picnic Tables/benches
 54.1.1  Councillor Lambert PROPOSED that the action of the Clerk taken in consultation with the Chairman to purchase three secondhand picnic tables from the Lewes Golf Club at a cost of £40 + £5 transport costs be APPROVED.
This motion was SECONDED by Councillor Mrs. Jeffery and on being put to the Meeting   

was CARRIED unanimously.

54.1.2    The purchase of further new benches was DEFERRED pending receipt of further information.                                                                                          (Action Clerk)               
55        ST PANCRAS GREEN

55.1   Councillor Cracknell PROPOSED  that the Council indicate to RVRC an interest in acquiring one of the 5 Youth Shelters for which a bid is to be made, but further information be obtained as the costs involved before a final commitment is made.          (Action Clerk)                                                                                                               

This motion was SECONDED by Councillor Strong and on being put to the Meeting  was CARRIED unanimously. 
55.2    RESOLVED that permission be granted for Kingston Village Football Club to use St. Pancras Green for training and for matches for its under 11 years of age membership.

                                                                                                                         (Action Clerk)

55.3    Sycamore Trees overhanging  Lower Tennis Court  

The Clerk reported that Mr. Sloley  has now trimmed back the Sycamore Trees from over the Lower Court and although they still overhang  the path adjacent to the court it was RESOLVED   that no further action be taken.
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56         CLERK’S REVISED CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT & JOB DESCRIPTION

       RECEIVED the Chairman’s report (No. 466 – filed in Minute Book)

       Councillor Lambert  PROPOSED that the Clerk’s revised Contract of Employment and   

       Job Description which were Appended to the Chairman’s report be APPROVED.   The 

       Contract of Employment dated 19th. March, 2001 is now superceded.   (The Contract of    

       Employment hereby approved was then signed by both the Chairman and the Clerk)

57         COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965— SECTION 13              

             Open Space At Snednore – Wellgreen Lane

       Councillor Strong PROPOSED that application be made to the County Council for  the

       registration of the 2 areas of open space at the front of Snednore as a “New Village     

       Green”  under Section  13 of the Commons Registration Act 1965; but that no application 

       to  acquire  the land from Lewes District Council, the owners of the land, be made. 

             This motion was SECONDED by Councillor Mrs. Jeffery and on being put to the Meeting   

              was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                          (Action Clerk)               
58         LICENCING ACT 2003 – THE JUGGS  (Minute  35 refers)

RECEIVED Councillor Lambert’s report (No. 476 – FILED IN Minute Book) and NOTED that the Application for a Variation of a License at The Juggs has been granted.   “The Sub-Committee of the District Council accepted the application as drafted. It carefully considered the objectors’ representations delivered both in person and in writing (by Councillor Lambert and other residents) but did not consider that these representations provided grounds for refusing or varying the application in view of the Licensing Objectives and the Council’s Licensing Policy, bearing in mind also the previous consultation with the Responsible Authorities.”

59         FINANCE

             59.1      Receipts and Payments
Councillor Strong PROPOSED that the bi-monthly Financial Statement (Report No. 468 - filed in Minute Book) be APPROVED and that the invoices listed in section 3 and the following 2 additional invoices be paid:

Lewes District Council – Emptying dog bin      £76 . 68   (incl. £11 . 42 VAT) 

Kingston Parish Hall                                         £63 . 60                                  (Action Clerk)
Councillor Cracknell SECONDED the motion and on being put to the Meeting it was CARRIED  unanimously

  
59.2       Accounts for financial year ended 31st. March 2005
              NOTED that the External Auditor has completed the Annual audit of the   Council’s  

              accounts and has reported that  “in his opinion the information contained in the annual  

              return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have   

              come to his attention giving cause for   concern that relevant legislation and regulatory 

              requirements have not been met”.
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59          FINANCE    (Continued)

             59.3    SALC and AiRS Annual General Meetings

Councillor Lambert PROPOSED that the payment of the costs of the luncheon (£15.50 ea) for the  Council’s 2 representatives (Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Jeffery) and the   

reimbursement of their reasonable traveling and other expenses in respect of their attendance at the AGM’s which are to be held  on Friday 18th. November, 2005 at Norfolk Pavilion, South of England Showground, Ardingly be APPROVED.

              This motion was SECONDED by Councillor Strong and on being put to the Meeting                   

              was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                          (Action Clerk)               
60          VILLAGE CLEAN UP

              RESOLVED that Working Parties be convened aprox. every six weeks to keep the   

              village, and in particular the main thoroughfare through the Village, clear of  litter,  

              Councillor Lambert  to act as Co-ordinator of the Working Party.                  (Action BL)                                                         
61          SALC/LDC CONFERENCE FOR PARISH COUNCILS IN LEWES DISTRICT

               RESOLVED not to nominate representatives to attend this conference which is to be       

               held at Plumpton College Business Centre on 26th. October, 2005 from 9.30 am - 4 pm

62          MEMBER TRAINING

               Councillor Strong PROPOSED that the Chairman and Councillor Cracknell be 

               nominated to attend the SALC  Advanced Training Course for Councillors (incorporating 

               new Councillors) which will take place at Durnford House, Midhurst, West Sussex on 

               28th. – 30th. October, 2005 and that the cost of the course (maximum £200 per member)         

               and member(s) traveling and other reasonable expenses be paid.

               This motion was SECONDED by Councillor Mrs. Jeffery and on being put to the Meeting                   

               was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                         (Action Clerk)               
63           CAMPAIGN FOR THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES BILL

Councillor Mrs. Jeffery PROPOSED that the Kingston Parish Council
(i)
expresses its concern at

•
the decline of local services and facilities which affects local communities and in particular the elderly and people on the lowest incomes;

•
the resulting decline of local jobs and local economies and the resulting extra traffic and pollution caused by the need to travel further

(ii)
and notes that this combination of factors increases people’s feelings of exclusion and lack of involvement; and so

(iii) supports measures to reverse this process and
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63           CAMPAIGN FOR THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES BILL (Continued)

(iv) supports the concept of local sustainability as envisaged in the Sustainable Communities Bill, namely;

•
the promotion of local economies

•
the promotion of local services and facilities

•
the protection of the environment

•
the reduction of social exclusion and

•
measures to increase involvement in the democratic process

 (iv) and accordingly resolves to support the Sustainable Communities Bill which

•
requires the government to assist councils and communities in promoting local sustainability in ways decided by them; and

•
sets up a participative process whereby councils and communities can drive the way in which government uses its power and influence to assist with the promotion of local sustainability; and

•
notes that this Bill is therefore fully in accord with current thinking in local government in that it impacts on central authorities and does not impose any new duties on councils but instead enables them to influence how government uses its resources and influence to help councils and communities; and

•
specifically provides that where councils themselves decide to take action to promote local sustainability that they should be given the resources to do so; and so

(v)
and further resolves

•
to inform the local media of this decision;

•
to write to local MPs, asking them to support the Bill; and sign EDM (Early Day Motion) No. 641 as set out hereunder *; and

•
to write to Local Works, the Campaign behind the Bill, (at 94 White Lion Street London N1 9PF) expressing its support.                               
        *To the Table Office

Please add my name to this Early Day Motion

641   SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES BILL

Julia Goldsworthy, Mr David Drew, Mr Peter Ainsworth, Mr Elfyn Llwyd, Alan Simpson,

Matthew Taylor

That this House welcomes the Sustainable Communities Bill introduced into the House before the General Election and supported by over 200 honourable Members; notes that the bill requires the Secretary of State and the National Assembly for Wales, in conjunction with local authorities and local communities, to draw up and implement strategies to promote local services and local economic activity and measures for protecting the environment. sociaI justice and greater political involvement; notes that the bill specifically enables councils and communities to significantly influence 
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63           CAMPAIGN FOR THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES BILL (Continued)

Government policy and actions on these issues; notes too that this philosophy is in accord with the idea of localism king espoused by many honourable Members; and therefore hopes that the bill will be re-introduced in this Parliament.

Signed   Norman Baker   M.P.

               This motion was SECONDED by Councillor Cracknell and on being put to the Meeting                   

               was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                         (Action Clerk)               
62         SUSSEX & SURREY RURAL HOUSING CONFERENCE 

              RESOLVED not to nominate Members to attend this Conference which is to be held on  

              Wednesday 12th. October at the Hawth, Crawley commencing at 10 a.m.

63          LAND REGISTRY – PORTSMOUTH.

 Consideration of the Land Registry’s offer of a 25% discount on voluntary first   

 registrations of land be DEFERRED to obtain further information.      (Action Clerk)               
64          DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS

 RESOLVED that the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman be authorized to comment    

 on behalf of the Parish Council on the consultation document “Rural Social & Community  

 Programme” (Closing date 13th. October, 2005)                   (Action Chairman and Clerk)               
65          REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

              RECEIVED the following reports, copies of which are filed in Minute Book:

65.1 Councillor Mrs. Jeffery’s report (No. 470) -  RVRC Meeting 14th. July.

RESOLVED that Polo be requested to consider, at its next meeting on 10th. October, whether Parishes in this area should remain associated with RVRC or whether to recommend that alternative arrangements be sought.                                 (Action Clerk)               
  65.2  Councillor Mrs. Jeffery’s report (No. 473) –  Meeting re. Waste Incinerator. 

  65.3   Councillor Mrs. Rowland’s report (No. 478) –  Meeting re. Waste Incinerator     

66           PROPOSED WASTE INCINERATOR AT NEWHAVEN               

      Councillor Strong proposed that a maximum sum of £1000 be set aside to fund a   

      Village Poll  in respect of the proposed Incinerator at Newhaven, should this be   

      necessary. (Post meeting note:  Such a poll is likely to cost in the region of £450)

               This motion was SECONDED by Councillor Lambert and on being put to the Meeting                   

               was CARRIED unanimously.                                                                         
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67          NEXT MEETING  

              NOTED that the next meeting will be held on Monday 14th. November, 2005

              (PLEASE NOTE that at this Meeting the Council’s Estimates and Budget for the     

              financial year 2005/06 will be considered and the level of Precept set.  Please  

              therefore advise the Clerk ASAP of any proposed expenditure which should be 

              included)

68         CLOSE  

             The Meeting closed at 11.20 p.m.

14th. November, 2005

                                      Signed..........................................









       Chairman of the Council.

PLEASE NOTE    Reports for the next Meeting of the Parish Council should be 


      submitted to the Clerk on or before  27th. October, 2005.










P











